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The works in this dossier include illustrations and excerpts from longer com-
ics — snapshots of scenes of struggle, care work, invisible labour, militancy,
and instances of ‘putting one’s body on the line’ (poner el cuerpo). The crea-
tors of these works are Latin American women and members of the LGBT-
QIA+ community who seek to defend and tell their own stories in the face
of the far right’s many-pronged agenda in the region.

The selection was made in collaboration with Feminismo Gréfico (Graphic
Feminism), a collective dedicated to compiling, recovering, and showcasing
Argentinian women creators of comics and graphic humour from the early
twentieth century to the present. Feminismo Griéfico builds a critical geneal-
ogy of the comics medium from a feminist perspective, contesting meanings
in a popular language that has long been undervalued and centring the expe-
riences of women and dissident genders and sexualities. Visit their archive at

feminismografico.com.
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Introduction

Since 2016, marches against sexual and gender diversity* have swept
across Latin America. They feature women dressed in pink and men
in blue to underscore traditional gender roles. The marches have
been accompanied by a strong social media presence, with hash-
tags such as #NoALaldeologiaDeGénero (‘No to gender ideol-
ogy’), #ConMisHijosNoTeMetas (‘Don’t mess with my childrer’),
#AMisHijosLosEducoYo (‘I will educate my children’), and #Con-
LosNifiosNo (‘Not with children’).

These campaigns, which have their roots in the United States in the
1970s and reemerged in the twenty-first century, are part of an anti-
gender, anti-feminist wave driven by Christian fundamentalism.
This wave has swept across Catholic-majority countries in West-
ern Europe such as Spain and Italy; across Eastern Europe, from
Croatia and Hungary to Poland and Slovenia; and beyond Europe,
from Australia to Sub-Saharan Africa. In many countries, efforts to
sabotage comprehensive sex education and restrict access to contra-
ceptives and safe abortion are widespread (for instance, more than
half of the countries in Sub-Saharan Africa criminalise sexual and
gender diversity).! Alongside this conservative wave, Latin America
experienced an intense transnational cycle of feminist mobilisation

* Translator’s note: The Spanish text alternates between ‘diversidades’ (diversities), ‘diversidades sexo

genéricas’ (sex-gender diversities), and ‘disidencias sexo genéricas’ (sex-gender dissidencies’). In Latin

merican Spanis! iversidades’is frequently used as shorthand for sexual and gender diversity an
As Spanish, ‘d dades’is frequently used as shorthand f al and gender d d,
by extension, for people who are sexually and gender diverse. To reflect this usage and maintain fidelity
to the authors’ framing, we translate ‘diversidades’and ‘diversidades sexo genéricas’ as ‘sexually and
gender-diverse people’. This term, also used in public health and human rights settings in English,
avoids introducing a ‘minority’ framing that is not necessarily present in the source). Where the

anish uses ‘disidencias’, we render it as ‘sex-gender dissidents’ to preserve the authors’ emphasis on

Spanish ‘disid ) der it as ‘sex-gender dissidents’ to p: the authors’emph:
political dissent rather than identity categories.
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(2015-2019). This cycle of feminist mobilisation also strained the
limits of state institutions and often outpaced the agendas of the
region’s progressive governments, pressing demands that went fur-
ther than those governments were willing or able to pursue.

Today’s far right is international and ascendant, from the Phil-
ippines and Hungary to India and Argentina. In this dossier, we
examine how, in Latin America, its tentacles intertwine with those
of global, regional, and local ultraconservative organisations — both
religious and secular — to promote an agenda against the rights of
women and sexually and gender-diverse people. Our main lens for
analysing how this agenda operates in different countries is The Con
Mis Hijos No Te Metas (‘Don’t Mess with My Children’) cam-
paign, which is active across most of the region. We look at six Latin
American countries to show how this campaign operated between
2016 and 2025: Peru, where it originated; Ecuador, where it was
first exported and took hold under an economically and politically
progressive government; Argentina, home to the strongest femi-
nist movements in the region, where major legal and institutional
advances have been achieved for the rights of women and sexually
and gender-diverse people; Chile, where the massive popular upris-
ing of 2019 failed to consolidate broad gains even as the feminist
movement managed to achieve some; and El Salvador, among the
most conservative countries on sexual and reproductive rights. El
Salvador shares with Brazil — also analysed here — a strong pres-
ence of evangelical fundamentalist movements and the fact that,
although the Con Mis Hijos No Te Metas campaign has played a

limited role, other mechanisms and closely related campaigns have.
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Part 1

'The Women’s Question in Latin America:
Between Democratic Transition and
Neoliberal Consolidation

The women’s movement in Latin America emerged in the 1970s
and 1980s as part of the struggles against dictatorships, structural
inequalities, and neoliberalism, bringing together demands around
gender violence, reproductive rights, the recognition of care work,
and political participation. It developed in conversation with the
UN’s global agenda on women’s rights and in — often contentious —
dialogue with trade-union, peasant, and human rights movements.
In the 1980s and 1990s, the movement’s demands were partially
incorporated into public policy as governments adopted gender pol-
icies and set up specialised state agencies. But this institutionalisa-
tion took place in contradiction with neoliberal hegemony, which
imposed structural adjustment, eroded the state’s capacity to pro-
vide social welfare, and exalted the market as the organising force of
social life — changes that disproportionately affected women, espe-
cially poor and racialised women.?

In this period, austerity and reduced funding for social welfare
shifted the burden of social reproduction to households.® This has
intensified the often invisible exploitation of domestic and care
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work, mostly carried out by women:* what Nancy Fraser calls a
‘care crisis’, i.e., the rising care needs under deteriorating social and
institutional conditions.* This overload serves capital by securing
the daily reproduction of the labour force at no direct cost to the
state or the employer, deepening exploitation in the service of capital

accumulation.’

In parallel, neoliberalism’s expansion of informal and precarious
work hit women hardest, since the absence of state support lim-
ited — and continues to limit — both their access to labour markets™
and their ability to remain in stable jobs. In Latin America and the
Caribbean, women are concentrated in low-paid sectors with high
turnover and a lack of basic protections while they continue to per-
form unpaid, invisible domestic and care work.® In 2023, 26% of

*

Women devote 12%-24% of their time to unpaid care work, compared with 3%-12% for men.

See CEPAL, La Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo Sostenible y la Agenda Regional de Género en América
Latina y el Caribe: indicadores de género a 2024 [ The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
the Regional Gender Agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean: Gender Indicators as of 2024],
(Santiago: Comisién Econémica para América Latina y el Caribe, 2024), https: //mg ccpal mg/cs/doe

Latin America and the Caribbean, unpaid care Work is valued at 15.9%-25. 3% of GDP, around 75% of
which corresponds to women. See Julio Bango and Patricia Cosani, with the collaboration of Viviana
Pifieiro, Rumo a construgio de sistemas integrais de cuidados na América Latina e no Caribe: elementos para
sua implementagio [ Towards the Construction of Comprehensive Care Systems in Latin America

and the Caribbean: Elements for Their Implementation], (Santiago: Comisién Econémica para
América Latina y el Caribe and UN Women, November 2021) https://lac.unwomen.org/sites/default/
files/2023-01/rumo_construcao_sistemas integrais cuidados.pdf.

**In Latin America, although women’s educational attainment is similar to or higher than men’s,

women'’s labour force participation (51.6%) remains far below men’s (76.9%). See ‘CEPALSTAT,
Poblacién de 20 a 24 afios con secundaria completa por sexo y area’ [Population Aged 20-24 with
Complete Secondary Education, by Sex and Area], Portal de datos y publicaciones estadisticas
[Statistical Databases and Publications], (Santiago: Comisién Econémica para América Latina y el
Caribe, n.d.), https://statistics.cepal.org/portal/cepalstat/dashboard.html?indicator_id=21198&area
id=2548&lang=es, and CEPAL, La Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo Sostenible y la Agenda Regional de
Género en América Latina y el Caribe: indicadores de género a 2024, 10.



https://oig.cepal.org/es/documentos/la-agenda-2030-desarrollo-sostenible-la-agenda-regional-genero-america-latina-caribe-0
https://oig.cepal.org/es/documentos/la-agenda-2030-desarrollo-sostenible-la-agenda-regional-genero-america-latina-caribe-0
https://lac.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/rumo_construcao_sistemas_integrais_cuidados.pdf
https://lac.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/rumo_construcao_sistemas_integrais_cuidados.pdf
https://statistics.cepal.org/portal/cepalstat/dashboard.html?indicator_id=2119&area_id=2548&lang=es
https://statistics.cepal.org/portal/cepalstat/dashboard.html?indicator_id=2119&area_id=2548&lang=es

women had no income of their own, compared to only 10% of men.”
As households became shock absorbers for the crisis, rhetoric about
‘tamily values’, ‘resilience’, and ‘individual responsibility’ legitimised
the retreat of the state and naturalised the expectation that families
shoulder the consequences of unemployment and precarity.®

'The reconfiguration of the neoliberal state’s role also reshaped social
relations. Communities and sectors of civil society took on some
of this work, expanding the domestic sphere beyond the house-
hold and further feminising social reproduction.’ These narratives
and the effects of state retrenchment are uneven. On the one hand,
they were articulated through the idea of ‘female entrepreneurship’
as a symbol of autonomy that masks structural inequalities. On the
other, women’s politicisation in working-class neighbourhoods —
and the collectively self-managed strategies built in the face of cri-
sis — created a field of dispute with neoliberalism in which women
played a central role.” By shifting attention to individual effort, this
rhetoric obscured the material conditions of women’s exploitation —
yet it also surfaced in the everyday community work through which

women survived and sustained social life.!!

'The Expansion of Rights in the Wake of Neoliberal

Crisis

In the first decades of the twenty-first century, social mobilisation
and conflict undermined the legitimacy of neoliberalism, giving rise
to a cycle of contestation — most pronounced between 2000 and
2013 — and to progressive governments that, to varying degrees,



tricOntinental Dossier n° 98

10

enjoyed the support of organised social movements.’? During the
height of Latin America’s progressive governments (2000-2015),
states expanded the institutional recognition of women’s rights and
the rights of sexually and gender-diverse people, partially incorpo-
rating a gender perspective into public policy. Specialised ministries
and agencies were created, laws against gender-based violence were
enacted, redistributive pension reforms were implemented, sexual
and reproductive health programmes were established, and compre-
hensive sex education was expanded. In some cases, gender iden-
tities, civil unions, and marriage equality were recognised: in oth-
ers — such as Argentina — an employment quota for trans people
was established.” These policies drew on international human rights
frameworks such as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the Belém do Para
Convention, and the Beijing+10 process while also reflecting the

growing influence of transnational feminist organising in the region.

Despite the advances of Latin America’s progressive cycle, gender
equality faced persistent obstacles, such as charity-based approaches,
informal employment among women, insufficient funding for gen-
der-equality programmes, and efforts by conservative, religious, and
business alliances to block initiatives such as sex education and the
recognition of care work. The gap between the formal expansion

*  Due to discrimination, there is little aggregated, comparable regional data on sexually and gender-

diverse populations. However, Latin America and the Caribbean accounted for 73% of reported
murders of trans people worldwide in 2024, 93% of them against racialised people. In the same year,
for the seventeenth consecutive year, Brazil topped the country rankings, with 30% of reported cases.
See Trans Murder Monitoring, “Trans Murder Monitoring 2024, (Berlin: Transgender Europe, n.d.),

https://www.tgeu.org/trans-murder-monitoring/.



https://www.tgeu.org/trans-murder-monitoring/

of programmes and their limited transformative impact on wom-
en’s lives shows how economic, cultural, and patriarchal power con-
strained the state’s capacity throughout the period. Data from 2023
confirms this: women held only 35.8% of seats in national parlia-
ments, and 3,897 femicides were recorded across the region.™

Feminist Uprisings Against Neoliberalism

Around the mid-2010s, the exhaustion of Latin America’s pro-
gressive cycle opened a new phase of political reconfiguration in
the region. The structural limitations of post-neoliberal projects
— dependence on extractive rents, the persistence of regressive fis-
cal regimes, and limited productive transformation — undermined
their redistributive capacity and social legitimacy. This process was
accompanied by a renewed neoliberal offensive aimed at restoring
the power of finance capital and reinstating market logic as the
organising principle of social life.

From this period — and even more so in the following decade — pop-
ular, community-based, and trade-union feminist currents, together
with movements for sexual diversity and reproductive rights, revi-
talised feminist politics. They linked struggles against patriarchal
violence, femicide, labour precarisation, the devaluation of care
work, racism, and extractivism. Mass mobilisations for the right to
abortion and international feminist strikes exposed the connection
between the exploitation of women’s work and the structural vio-
lence of capitalism and patriarchy.

11
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Valeria Reynoso (Argentina), excerpt from Sé vos (Be Yourself), 2017, Editorial In Bocca al Lupo.

The text in the image is a direct quote from Lohana Berkins (1965-2016): ‘In a world of capitalist
worms, you have to have the courage to be a butterfly’. Berkins was an Argentinian travesti-
trans* leader, founder of Asociacion de Travestis, Transexuales y Transgéneros de Argentina
(Argentinian Association of Travestis, Transsexuals, and Transgender People, ATTTA) and a key
driving force behind Argentina's Gender Identity Law of 2012 (Law 26.743).
Translator's note:* The Spanish term travesti is retained as a loanword. In Latin American contexts, travesti

is a specific, often reclaimed identity category and palitical subject pasition that is not fully interchangeable
with ‘transgender' and should not be confused with ‘transvestite' in English.

12



Part 2

'The Moral Panic of the Contemporary
Far Right

Over the last decade, a wave of terror has swept across Latin Amer-
ica. The bodies of women and sexually and gender-diverse people
— especially the poor and racialised — have been among the main
targets of hate speech and violence. With the advance of neoliber-
alism, the continent’s traditional right entered a crisis: incapable of
responding to working-class discontent, it gave way to a new right
that has captured the hearts and minds of the population.™ Allied
with Christian fundamentalism, the contemporary far right has
penetrated working-class households — even the most impoverished
— through a highly didactic discourse centred on the defence of the
family and the construction of an enemy to be destroyed. For the
contemporary far right, everything outside heteronormativity is cast
as an evil force to be fought in defence of the ‘traditional’ family.

There is a long history in the region of using the idea of the tra-
ditional family to discipline bodies and subjectivities, fragment
popular sectors, and create internal enemies that divert attention
from the structural causes of inequality. In the 1920s and 1930s,
particularly in Argentina and Brazil, Catholic integralism sought
to impose Catholicism as a guide for state policy and promoted
the idea of the Christian family in opposition to divorce, abortion,
and euthanasia. The 1960s saw the rise of liberation theology, in
which Christians from various countries took up struggles for social

13
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and gender justice. At the same time, the ultraconservative move-
ments Tradicién, Familia y Propiedad (Tradition, Family, and Prop-
erty, founded in Brazil in 1960) and Sodalicio de Vida Cristiana
(Sodalitium of Christian Life, founded in Peru in 1971) emerged,
promoting traditional families and gender roles. The military dic-
tatorships of the 1970s and 1980s were based on the US national
security doctrine, which used traditional morality and Catholic val-
ues as the basis for social control, the imposition of order, and the
justification of repression against the enemy, historically identified
with communism. In this logic, family stability became synonymous
with national stability.

Following the end of the progressive cycle, the agenda against the
rights of women and sexually and gender-diverse people in Latin
America became part of the far right’s ideological offensive, which
seeks to legitimise intensified exploitation under hyper-imperialist
capitalist crises. This agenda is led by religious and secular organ-
isations aligned with Christianity — both Catholic and Protestant
— alongside NGOs, political parties, and business groups. The ideo-
logical and conceptual foundation of the agenda’s proposals comes
from two sources: the Catholic Church, which developed the con-
cept of ‘gender ideology’, and Christian fundamentalist currents,
especially neo-Pentecostal ones.



Gender Ideology

'The Catholic Church’s formulation of so-called ‘gender ideology’ —
which seeks to present the analytical concept of gender as an ideo-
logical distortion of reality — took shape in the 1990s. The argument
is based on the Vatican’s ideas about the perfect complementarity
between two sexes, held to be exclusively male and female, and on
whose union the survival of the species depends.” From this per-
spective, to speak of gender as a category with multiple social and
cultural dimensions is to break with the supposed natural binary
order and represents an attack not only on the family and society,
but on the very survival of humanity. According to this logic, mar-
riages between people of the same sex also constitute a threat to the
species.

During the same period, the Vatican resisted efforts to incorporate
the category of gender into UN human rights world summits. It did
so first in alliance with conservative governments in Latin Amer-
ica (such as Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua) and later with
majority-Muslim countries (such as Egypt, Pakistan, Iran, Algeria,
Morocco, and Sudan).'

Evangelical Fundamentalism

Evangelical fundamentalism continues to oppose social, scientific,
and political advances — as it has since its emergence in the United
States in the late nineteenth-century — casting them as enemies
in a war between good and evil."” Alongside non-religious actors,

15
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it has also set its sights on the bodies of women and sexually and
gender-diverse people, stoking moral panic while deploying other
strategies. This is best understood through two currents: the theol-
ogy of domination, which seeks to undermine secularism, and the
theology of prosperity, which reinforces individualism. The theology
of domination, developed by fundamentalists in the United States in
the 1970s, seeks to establish a theocracy in contemporary society by
advancing the claimed predestination of Christians to occupy lead-
ership positions — including the presidency, ministries, parliaments,
national and local governments, and the higher courts — and thereby
influence public affairs through Christian domination.”

The theology of prosperity holds that ‘success in life’ and obtaining
material goods are the product and sign of divine blessing. This tenet
plays a key role in legitimising neoliberalism ‘by idealising and even
religiously consecrating socioeconomic differences among people’.'®

Both theological currents are mobilised as part of US imperialism
to contain left revolutionary movements as well as feminist and pro-
gressive religious currents in the region (especially liberation theol-
ogy) that seek social justice through collective action.”

* For example, Loren Cunningham and Bill Bright’s ‘Seven Mountains Doctrine’ calls for

establishing the ‘Kingdom of God’ on Earth by occupying and hegemonising the ‘seven mou-
ntains of society’: 1) family, 2) church, 3) education, 4) media and communication, 5) arts and
sport, 6) economy and science, and 7) government. See Loren Cunningham, “Transcript of
Interview of Loren Cunningham on Original 7 Mountains Vision’, 19 November 2007, https://
archive.is/e92T6, and Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research, Fundamentalismo e imperia-
lismo en América Latina: Acciones y Resistencias [Fundamentalism and Imperialism in Latin Ame-
rica: Actions and Resistance], dossier no. 59, December 2022, https://thetricontinental.org/es/

dossier-59-fundamentalismo-religioso-e-imperialismo-latinoamerica/.



https://archive.is/e9zT6
https://archive.is/e9zT6
https://thetricontinental.org/es/dossier-59-fundamentalismo-religioso-e-imperialismo-latinoamerica/
https://thetricontinental.org/es/dossier-59-fundamentalismo-religioso-e-imperialismo-latinoamerica/

'The Contemporary Far Right

Wherever it emerges, the contemporary far right seeks to build a
mass social base rooted in the dominant ‘majority’ identities — often
framed as Christian, nationalist, and ‘pro-family’ — by demonising
those it designates as a ‘minority’.*® While right-wing governments
implement fiscal austerity, the far right blames minorities for the
effects of structural adjustment. Unemployment is blamed on immi-
grants, not on the use of public resources to subsidise large cor-
porations while neglecting education and infrastructure — two key
factors for job creation. The far right blames feminism for the break-
down of the family but ignores the challenges families face under
the siege of capitalist exploitation and extractivist plunder: the lack
of employment that drives emigration, conflicts and violence that
displace populations, and, increasingly, the effects of the climate
catastrophe produced by industrial capitalism.

In addition, ‘communism’and everything that the far right associates
with that ideology — the broader left, progressivism, social justice
movements, feminism, sex-gender dissidents — are folded into a sin-
gle, corrupting enemy that must be fought in order to achieve a full
and satisfying life. Through a warmongering, persecutory discourse,
this far right has managed to co-opt concepts highly valued by the
progressive camp, such as freedom and democracy, turning people
against those who, in practice, genuinely defend them.

In Latin America, this advance is the result of highly coordi-
nated funding, grassroots work, and a ubiquitous media presence.

17
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Neo-Pentecostal churches from the US in particular have received
vast resources to establish themselves in Latin America, with a par-
ticular focus on popular sectors.?!

Digital Technologies, Social Media, and Fake News

Driven by attention metrics designed to maximise advertising rev-
enue, digital platforms favour controversial, emotionally appealing
content, making them an ideal vehicle for mobilising false narratives
about gender. These narratives matter because the dispute over gen-
der issues is not only about religious interpretation, but also about
shaping the social imaginary and public policies, especially in edu-
cation. Meanwhile, measures such as the state regulation of digital
platforms and fact-checking face serious constraints of scale and
are themselves mired in disputes over who has authority and what
counts as truth.*

Fake news and post-truth politics on social media are not simply
lies, but strategies with specific aims: to interfere in public decision-
making, mobilise affects, and shape political identities. Within the
broad spectrum of the contemporary far right, conservative Chris-
tian groups — especially evangelical ones — tend to amplify mis-
information about the scope and objectives of gender policies and

*

Between 1995 and 2023, Latin America underwent a major religious shift: the number of people
who identify as Catholic fell from 80% to 54%, while those who identify as evangelical rose from 6%
to 23%, and those with no religious identification went from 4% to 19%. See Latinobarémetro, Informe
2024 [2024 Report], (Santiago: Corporacién Latinobarémetro, 2024), https://www.latinobarometro.

org/latinobarometro-2024.



https://www.latinobarometro.org/latinobarometro-2024
https://www.latinobarometro.org/latinobarometro-2024

comprehensive sex education. Televangelism, via live web broadcasts
and WhatsApp, opens the door to the ‘evangelisation of misinfor-
mation’,* in which leaders and community members who dissemi-

nate unverified narratives are perceived as reliable sources.

*  For example, a study in Brazil found that 49% of evangelicals surveyed reported receiving false

content, and 77.6% said it circulated in WhatsApp groups linked to their faith community. See Cunha,
Magali do Nascimento, ‘Para além de uma estratégia eleitoral: as fake news na pauta dos poderes da
Republica — Parte 1: O fendmeno da desinformagio — uma introdugio’ [Beyond an Electoral Strategy:
Fake News on the Agenda of the Branches of Government — Part 1: The Phenomenon of Disinfor-
mation — An Introduction], Re/igido e Poder, 3 December 2021, https://religiaoepoder.org.br/artigo/
ara-alem-de-uma-estrategia-eleitoral-as-fake-news-na-pauta-dos-poderes-da-republica/.

19
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Paula Socolovsky (Argentina), excerpt from the comic Las vengadoras de Alicia (Alicia’s Avengers), c. 1988.

The image is part of a series made in response to the femicide of Uruguayan Alicia Mufiiz, who was killed
by Argentinian boxing champion Carlos Monzén, and the impact her death had on the artist.

20



Part 3
Con Mis Hijos No Te Metas

Con Mis Hijos No Te Metas (‘Don’t Mess with My Children’) is an
ultraconservative campaign that rapidly spread across Latin Amer-
ica starting in 2016. Because no single organisation controlled the
label, groups across the region could organise under the name Don't
Mess with My Children. The campaign operates as a decentralised
network, organising marches and sit-ins, maintaining alliances and
an active lobby with right-wing actors in parliaments and state insti-
tutions, engaging the news media, and building a significant pres-
ence on social media.

From early on, Don’t Mess with My Children brought together
a wide range of groups led by evangelical and Catholic churches
and conservative organisations. These groups oppose secular and
science-based education about sexual and reproductive rights in
schools; women’s sovereignty over their bodies, including the right
to abortion; and the rights of sexually and gender-diverse people,
especially same-sex marriage. They also blame ‘cultural Marxism’ for
any advances in these rights and demonise communism. Don't Mess
with My Children thus encompasses far more than what its cham-
pions describe as parents’ right to educate their children.

The slogan #ConMisHijosNoTeMetas (#Don'tMesswithMyChil-
dren) first appeared in Colombia in August 2016 during a wave of
protests in several cities against sex-education booklets that included
a gender-equality perspective, which the Constitutional Court of

21
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Colombia framed as part of a non-discriminatory education that
respects students’ identity and sexual orientation.” These protests,
in turn, were inspired by demonstrations in Mexico months earlier

against marriage equality.

'The campaign as such emerged in November 2016 in Lima, Peru, in
response to education reforms introduced by President Pedro Pablo
Kuczynski’s administration, which had incorporated gender equality
and gender identity into school curricula.?* Amplified by secular and
religious right-wing political figures alike, the slogan gained traction
on social media and went viral. It first reached Ecuador and soon
spread to at least a dozen countries in the region.”

'The Don’t Mess with My Children campaign argues that public pol-
icies that promote gender equality and comprehensive sex education
‘indoctrinate’ children into gender ideology. In their view, this ideol-
ogy denies the biological differences between men and women and
corrupts childhood innocence, allegedly by turning children into
homosexuals or transgender people, categories these groups frame
as ‘abnormalities’ or ‘aberrations’. Supported by misinformation, fake
news, and alarmist rhetoric circulated above all on social media, this
narrative resonated deeply among traditional and religious sectors.
Its claims rest on biological determinism, which naturalises sexual
difference and pathologises sexual and gender diversity as ‘unnatu-
ral’? The campaign also rejects the secularisation of the state and
demands that it not intervene in the regulation of domestic life and
education. In the latter sphere, it promotes privatisation, public dis-
investment in education infrastructure, and the reification of the
home as the privileged site of education.



Transnational Character

Don’t Mess with My Children has operated transnationally from the
outset, with multiple networks across the region. In 2016, amid con-
servative mobilisations against marriage equality, right-wing NGOs
convened in Mexico City to create the Frente Latinoamericano por
el Derecho a la Vida y a la Familia (Latin American Coalition for
the Right to Life and the Family), which focuses on rejecting gen-
der ideology.*” Organisations and political figures from Colombia,
Mexico, El Salvador, Peru, and Brazil participated, including the
Colombian member of parliament Angela Herndndez of the right-
wing Partido de la Unién por la Gente (People’s Union Party), an
ally of former President Alvaro Uribe. Hernandez helped organise
the first march in Colombia where the Don’t Mess with My Chil-
dren slogan appeared and later travelled to Peru to help launch the
campaign there.”

In 2017, pastors Aarén Lara and Gilberto Rocha Margain, of Mex-
ico’s Iniciativa Ciudadana por la Vida y la Familia (Citizen Initiative
for Life and the Family), launched the Congreso Iberoamericano
por la Vida y la Familia (Ibero-American Congress for Life and
the Family, CIVF). Christian Rosas, a Peruvian evangelical, founder
of Don’t Mess with My Children in Peru, and a lobbyist for illegal
mining, served on the CIVF’s advisory committee and ran its train-
ing centre. His compatriot Milagros Aguayo, a pastor and mem-
ber of Perus Congress from the Christian fundamentalist party
Renovacién Nacional (National Renovation), served as the vice
president.?’
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'The fourth CIVE, held in 2020 in Peru, aimed to turn local initia-
tives into a continental strategy to contest the agenda for the rights
of women and sexually and gender-diverse people, combining advo-
cacy in international bodies with efforts to build a common political
and parliamentary platform, organise a youth movement, and link
NGOs and Christian social assistance networks. In 2018, Ecuador
hosted the first Convencién Internacional por la Familia (Inter-
national Convention for the Family), featuring the authors of E/
libro negro de la nueva izquierda (The Black Book of the New Left,
2008),* Nicolds Mirquez and Agustin Laje of Argentina, who are
now key ideologues of President Javier Milei’s far-right government
and its ‘cultural battle’ strategy.*

"The Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC), founded in
the United States in the 1970s, is one of the main gatherings of the
transnational conservative movement and regularly features figures
such as Donald Trump, Steve Bannon, and Ted Cruz.*! Since 2017,
CPAC has pursued a strategy of global expansion through regional
branches, with chapters in countries governed by conservative and
far-right forces. The first branch was established in Japan in 2019,
followed by others in Brazil, Australia, and South Korea. In 2022,
CPAC was held in Hungary and promoted by Viktor Orbin, the
Hungarian prime minister and a leading figure of European ultra-
nationalism alongside Santiago Abascal, the leader of the Spanish
far-right party Vox.

* A polemical book by Argentine writers Nicolds Mérquez and Agustin Laje that portrays ‘gender
ideology’ as a project of cultural subversion (‘cultural Marxism).



In recent years, CPAC has also become a platform where the
Latin American far right and conservative right converge, bring-
ing together right-wing presidents, representatives of global finance,
ultra-Catholic activists, and evangelical leaders. People such as
Eduardo Bolsonaro (son of former President Jair Bolsonaro), Javier
Milei, Chilean far-right leader José Antonio Kast, and Salvadoran
President Nayib Bukele often play a prominent role. These gather-
ings showcase rhetoric that frames feminism and gender ideology
as threats to the social order.? During CPAC 2024, for example,
Bukele argued that incorporating gender ideology into school cur-
ricula was an attack on traditional family and religious values.*

Financing

Across Latin America, funding from ultraconservative organisations

based in the United States and Europe has enabled local groups’

linked to Don’t Mess with My Children to organise congresses,
workshops, and media campaigns.

Available reporting suggests that international financiers include
the Population Research Institute (PRI), which maintains a global
network of ‘pro-life’ groups in eighty countries. One report states
that in 2014 PRI allocated $174,000 to support ‘research and edu-
cation activities’in South America, accounting for 75% of its global
funding.

The same report also points to a number of Chilean NGOs and
Catholic universities with ties to international right-wing lobbies
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such as Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), Political Networks
for Values, the PRI, and Advocates International.3* In Chile, Don’t
Mess with My Children spokespeople and the Bus de la Libertad
(Freedom Bus), a touring campaign that arrived from Spain, were
financed by the Spanish organisation HazteOir.org (MakeYour-
selfHeard.org), which coordinates the global online mobilisation
platform CitizenGO.** ADF, for its part, supports ‘pro-life’ organ-
isations through financing, training, and legal support. In 2014, it
reportedly invested around $146 million in Latin America, Europe,
and Asia, including by training lawyers aligned with Christian
fundamentalism.*® Christian Rosas has reported being trained by
ADF.* Programmes such as the Blackstone Legal Fellowship — a
three-month scholarship for young Christian lawyers — pursue sim-
ilar aims, building a pipeline of Christian fundamentalist lawyers.*

In Ecuador, there is documented evidence of local support for
Don’t Mess with My Children from medium and large companies,
including Corporacién Favorita (retail), T1ia (retail), Centro Comer-
cial Ifiaquito (retail), Junta de Beneficencia de Guayaquil (lottery),
PRONACA (food), Novacero (steel), Guitarras Vogel (musical
instruments), and HCJB (evangelical broadcaster).*” International
support has also been documented from Sodalicio de Vida Cristi-
ana, also present in Argentina, Chile, and Colombia, which has been
undergoing dissolution since 2025.%



Powerpaola (Ecuador), Crying, 2022.

27



tricOntinental Dossier n° 98

28

Part 4

Consolidating Electoral Power

The Don’'t Mess with My Children campaign fed the region’s ‘third
wave of neoconservative activism’ against feminist and LGBTQIA+
agendas.*! Despite the heterogeneity of these currents of ‘heteropa-
triarchal activism’, they share key features: they organise around
political parties, increasingly align with far-right and neoliberal pro-
jects that seek to reduce the role of the state and public institutions,
and are increasingly internationally coordinated.*

'The fundamentalist networks organised around the Don’t Mess with
My Children campaign are part of a long-standing expansion of
religious and conservative influence in the Latin American public
sphere. In countries such as Brazil and Peru, since the 1980s legisla-
tors linked to religious fundamentalism have promoted initiatives to
restrict sexual and reproductive rights and reinforce traditional con-
ceptions of the family. They have built a capacity to lobby and shape
policy, particularly in the fields of education, health, and the legal
regulation of sexuality (sex education, reproduction, and LGBT-
QIA+ rights), moving from the margins towards a more central role
in state institutions.

Over the last decade, these neoconservative actors have not only
occupied institutional spaces but also coordinated advocacy around a
common, clearly identifiable, transnational agenda, with Don’t Mess
with My Children serving as a vehicle for political and symbolic
coordination. In this new cycle, legislative action has focused on



halting or reversing advances in the right to abortion, constraining
the rights of sexually and gender-diverse people, and delegitimising
comprehensive sex education and state intervention in education,
framed as state ‘indoctrination’ and a threat to parental authority. In
Peru, Ecuador, Chile, and Argentina, the campaign has been used
to contest existing laws and block new regulations through the stra-
tegic deployment of legal language and rights claims, particularly
appeals to the ‘preferential right of parents’and to the family as the
moral nucleus of society. This discourse has resonated among pre-
carious working-class sectors, for whom the family has become the
principal — and sometimes the only — space of material and symbolic
security amid social uncertainty. This defence of the heteropatri-
archal family has even meant rejecting state policies that prevent

intrafamilial violence®.

In Peru, conservative groups linked to Dont Mess with My Chil-
dren opposed a decree aimed at preventing family violence, arguing
that its language of ‘democratic families’ distorted the traditional
family, encouraged state interference in private life, and undermined
‘the true family’.** In Chile in 2024, Don't Mess with My Children
spokesperson Ingrid Bohn opposed the ‘non-sexist education’ provi-
sion of Law No. 21.675 (the comprehensive law on the prevention
of violence against women), which requires state-recognised schools
to incorporate gender equality and the prevention of gender-based
violence into their internal rules and protocols. Bohn warned of
what she called the state’s ‘obsession’ with introducing sex education

‘from the most tender age’.®

29



tricOntinental Dossier n° 98

30

In Brazil, the Movimento Escola Sem Partido (School without a
Party Movement, ESP) — which emerged in 2004 and resembles
Don’t Mess with My Children — began to institutionalise its agenda
in 2014 and has since worked with allied legislators to introduce
several bills to curb gender ideology, accusing schools and teachers
of ideological indoctrination. These bills called for the monitoring
of public school teachers in order to censor any explicit expression
of progressive ideological, political, or religious views. The first two
bills were proposed by the sons of former far-right President Jair
Bolsonaro.*

Similar coercive measures have been taken in El Salvador, where
Nayib Bukele’s government has intensified its campaign against
gender ideology. In 2022, the government ordered the withdrawal
of all materials on comprehensive sex education and the preven-
tion of gender-based violence following conservative denunciations
on social media. The censorship extended to the healthcare system:
content on sexual diversity was removed and forms that recorded
sexual orientation and gender identity were revised.

In Argentina, Javier Milei’s government released a draft of the Edu-
cational Freedom Bill (Ley de Libertad Educativa) in 2025, which
establishes the ‘preferential role of the family as the natural and pri-
mary agent, with the right and duty to guide the upbringing of its
children’ (Art. 4) and authorises the US-style model of homeschool-
ing.*® If passed, it would give the family and the market priority over
the state in education, relegating the latter to a subsidiary role: sup-
porting demand-side funding and promoting competition among



institutions for students and resources. Rather than funding educa-
tional institutions, public funds would be redirected to families who
decide where to spend them.

Another defining feature of this cycle, alongside a radicalised legis-
lative agenda aimed at reconfiguring society around neoconservative
values, is its explicit drive for electoral intervention and its incorpora-
tion into the contemporary far right’s efforts to win and consolidate
power in Latin America. Conservative and religious groups linked
to Don't Mess with My Children have tended to be most effective
in the electoral arena when they embed themselves in broader right-
wing coalitions, adopting hybrid identities — sometimes primarily
religious, sometimes explicitly anti-gender — rather than creating
their own electoral vehicles and intervening independently. In turn,
the growing social and ideological influence of these fundamentalist
currents has infused neoliberal projects with a renewed messianic
mission, now framed as moral guardianship and the restoration of
authority — including through the patriarchal family.

The case of Jair Bolsonaro illustrates this dynamic. His embrace of
culture-war issues around morality, gender, and sexuality, largely
absent from his earlier political trajectory, embedded him in the
evangelical imaginary and helped secure a significant share of the
evangelical vote in 2018 — especially among Black working-class
women.*’ By contrast, in Peru, although Don't Mess with My Chil-
dren was highly visible in the streets and on social media, it failed
to translate that presence into electoral strength.’® Likewise, in
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Argentina, a coalition led by Don’t Mess with My Children failed to

make inroads in the 2019 elections.®

Since 2018, dynamics similar to those seen in Brazil have emerged
in Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, and El Salvador, though with
uneven results. In these countries, networks linked with Don’t Mess
with My Children negotiate electoral support, secure spots on leg-
islative slates, influence government programmes, and participate in
official events. In Peru, some Don’t Mess with My Children leaders
back presidential candidates in exchange for spots on parties’ parlia-
mentary candidate lists.”!

In Argentina, although religious fundamentalists lacked a unified
strategy in the 2023 presidential elections, Javier Milei’s victory was
bolstered by the support of evangelical pastors — including coordi-
nated preaching drives in working-class neighbourhoods —and by his
adoption of a messianic narrative common in fundamentalist circles.
Milei’s libertarian government came to power with a homophobic

* In Argentina in 2019, evangelical and Catholic sectors, secular ‘pro-life’ organisations, anti-

democratic former military personnel, and other ultraconservative forces formed the Frente NOS
(Us Coalition) to contest national and provincial elections. It presented itself as an alternative
centred on opposing abortion and defending the traditional family against gender ideology. See
Verénika Ferrucci, ‘Un pastor evanggélico — y sus banderas antiderechos — en la legislatura cordobesa’
[An Evangelical Pastor — and His Anti-Rights Banners — in the Cérdoba Legislature], La Tinta,

2 March 2021, https://latinta.com.ar/2021/03/02/pastor-evangelico-antiderechos-
After a poor electoral performance — 1.71% of the vote — and subsequent legal troubles and internal
disputes, it dissolved in 2023. See National Judiciary (Argentina), ‘Oficio Electrénico Judicial’
[Judicial Electronic Order] (DEO no. 9642363), file CNE 3116/2020: ‘Alianza Frente NOS Orden
Nacional y otro ¢/ NOS — Distrito CABA y otros s/ férmula peticién — oposicién al uso del nombre
“NOS” [NOS Coalition National Level and another v. NOS — CABA District and others, petition
formula — opposition to the use of the name ‘NOS’], 10 May 2023, https://drive.google.com/
file/d/1sMAS5QDRIpda5taVHuNFpWXV2]FCqEHLL /view.

legislatura/.



https://latinta.com.ar/2021/03/02/pastor-evangelico-antiderechos-legislatura/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sMA5QDRlpda5taVHuNFpWXV2JFCqEHLL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sMA5QDRlpda5taVHuNFpWXV2JFCqEHLL/view

discourse and a denialist stance on human rights and social inequal-
ity. Upon taking office, he eliminated the Ministerio de las Mujeres,
Géneros y Diversidad (Ministry of Women, Genders, and Diversity)
and the Instituto Nacional contra la Discriminacién, la Xenofobia y
el Racismo (National Institute against Discrimination, Xenophobia,
and Racism), and he downgraded and defunded institutions devoted
to promoting human rights, gender equality, and support for people
with disabilities. In the 2025 elections, fundamentalist evangelical
forces expanded their parliamentary representation, mostly under
Milei’s party, La Libertad Avanza (Freedom Advances). After the
elections, the government advanced its fundamentalist libertarian
project of neoliberal education reform.

Something similar happened in Chile’s 2025 presidential election
as right-wing candidates ran on conservative platforms with anti-
gender agendas. José Antonio Kast, elected president in December
2025, campaigned on a programme that cast the family as society’s
fundamental unit and affirmed parents’ ‘preferential right’ to choose
1.52

regarding their children’s education and school.”” He has also pro-
posed closing the Ministerio de la Mujer y la Equidad de Género
(Ministry of Women and Gender Equity). Johannes Kaiser, the
other ultraconservative candidate, devoted a section of his campaign
— dubbed ‘Cultural Battle’— to combating gender ideology.** Evelyn
Matthei, the only woman right-wing candidate, oftered a less radi-
cal campaign centred on returning the choice of educational mod-
els to families ‘according to their values’ and casting the family as a

‘nucleus of social cohesion’.*
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Neoconservative activism has managed to shape right-wing politics
in countries across the region and, in some cases, has even influenced
progressive forces. For this reason, Don’t Mess with My Children
cannot be understood solely as a cultural or moral campaign but as a
nodal point in a wider political process that extends beyond electoral
politics. It seeks to contest hegemony, redefine the role of the state
— especially in education and gender policy — and forge alliances
between religious fundamentalist currents and the far right in the
region. Its capacity to adapt to different national contexts, its inser-
tion into institutions, and its growing electoral prominence signal a
conservative offensive that is no longer limited to resisting progres-
sive change but which aims to dominate and structurally reorder the
Latin American political field.



Maelitha (Argentina), excerpt from the comic Mi cuerpo, un bosque (My Body, a Forest), 2019, Barro Editora.

In this work, the author explores themes such as choosing to become pregnant, deciding to give birth,
mothering, and the collective socialisation of care work.
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Conclusion

The contemporary resurgence of conservative forces and the far
right cannot be understood solely as an electoral shift but also as
a profound reconfiguration of disputes over the social order. Their
offensive against women, sexually and gender-diverse people, and
feminist currents is a strategic instrument for restoring the gen-
der, racial, and class hierarchies that underpin their project of a
hyper-authoritarian reorganisation of capitalism. Far from a set of
‘cultural’ positions, the anti-gender crusade operates as a mass polit-
ical technology capable of articulating social frustrations, economic
discontent, and identity anxieties produced by decades of neoliber-
alism. In this sense, the anti-gender agenda serves as the ideolog-
ical cement of new radicalised right-wing formations, fabricating
internal enemies, delegitimising democratising gains, and eroding

the institutional foundations of equality.

After a decade of economic stagnation in Latin America, the neo-
liberal project has been relaunched alongside resurgent conserva-
tive forces, shifting responsibility for its own failures onto feminist
currents and sex-gender dissidents who are portrayed as interna-
tionally mobilised ‘anti-system’ actors adept at interpellating new
generations. This renewed complicity between capitalism in crisis
and patriarchy is backed by the efforts of transnational organisa-
tions and marked by the protagonism of religious fundamentalisms,
which share the objective of reclaiming conservative morality and
the family as their terrain. The joint efforts of transnational organi-
sations in league with religious fundamentalist groups have fuelled
social polarisation — especially through social media — that hinders
the expansion of rights and uses fear and misinformation as tools



of mobilisation. In this way, they join transnational actors in a bat-
tle of ideas that not only contests cultural and religious terrain but
also shapes political dynamics on a continental scale against gender
equality and the rights of sexually and gender-diverse people.

The political impact of the anti-gender rights agenda manifests in
its capacity to shape legislative debates and electoral processes and
to drive institutional setbacks. These forces have managed to halt or
slow legislation that protects sex education, the right to abortion,
and gender quotas. They have also hampered or blocked inclusive
educational policies and obstructed the expansion of sexual and
reproductive rights, contributed to the dismantling or defunding of
institutions dedicated to women’s rights and gender equality, and
influenced presidential elections in Brazil, Argentina, Ecuador and

Costa Rica.

However, the expansion of these right-wing forces does not happen
on neutral terrain but within a society that has been reshaped by
a cycle of feminist mobilisation that developed political imaginar-
ies through street protests, popularised new rights-based demands,
and forged a radical critique of structural violence. The conservative
reaction therefore also expresses the tacit recognition of the political
potency of these movements. The attacks aimed at defunding equal-
ity policies, criminalising identities, and disarticulating community
networks seek precisely to dismantle the social infrastructures of the
reproduction of life that feminist currents have made visible and
strengthened.

Thus, the current dispute goes beyond policy and institutions: it is
about the very definition of the civilisational project. While the far
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right pushes an authoritarian restoration that recentres the hetero-
sexual family, gender subordination, the destruction of the welfare
state, and an exclusionary productive order, Global South feminist
currents — with their emphasis on social reproduction, material jus-
tice, and collective autonomy — propose a reorganisation of society
centred on life itself rather than capitalist accumulation. The out-
come of this confrontation is not predetermined, but it will shape
the ability of the majority to imagine and build emancipatory futures
in the face of the multiple crises we currently face.

The case of Don't Mess with My Children in Latin America reveals
how control over education, the family, sexuality, and women’s bod-
ies is instrumental to the economic model of hyper-imperialism,
which requires individualism, competition, and the naturalisation
of hierarchies. This pattern transcends Latin America and requires
turther study across the Global South. How do these networks
operate in Africa, where anti-LGBTQIA+ laws advance alongside
extractivist projects? How are they replicated in Asia, where set-
backs in reproductive rights intersect with labour precarisation and
territorial dispossession? What strategies are deployed by Global
South youth growing up amid unfulfilled promises and climate cri-
sis? Mapping these intersections is fundamental: the battle for the
rights of women and sex-gender dissidents is inseparable from anti-
imperialist, anti-capitalist, and anti-colonial struggles. This dossier
invites deeper global connections: it calls for an investigation into
how contemporary capitalism insists on these moral crusades across
different geographies and for the forging of collective responses
from popular movements in defence of dignity, autonomy, and the
right to live a full life.
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ASAMBLEA ANTIFASGISTALGBTIQ+

Patricio Oliver (Argentina), poster for the Marcha Federal del Orgullo Antifascista,
Antirracista, LGTBIQA+ (Federal March for Antifascist, Antiracist, LGBTQIA+ Pride), 2025.
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*  Blackstone Legal Fellowship — https://blackstonelegalfellowship.org/
what-is-blackstone/

»  CitizenGO - https://help.citizengo.org/article/906-about-us#second

*  Con Mis Hijos No Te Metas (Don’t Mess with My Children):
Argentina (Facebook) — https://www.facebook.com/
ConMisHijosNoTeMetasArgentinaOK; Chile — https://www.

conmishijosnotemetas.cl/nosotros-nueva; Ecuador (Facebook) — https://
www.facebook.com/conmishijosnotemetasec/?locale=he IL; El Salvador
(Facebook) — https://www.facebook.com/Conmishijosnotemetaselsalvadorsv

*  Consejo de Resistencia Fe, Vida y Familia (Facebook) — https://www.
facebook.com/ConsejoFEVIDAYFAMILIA

. Frente Nacional por la Familia (Facebook) — https://www.facebook.com/
FrentePorLaFamiliaEC

*  Christian Rosas (profiles) — https://www.facebook.com/crosas89; https://
christianrosas.pe/quien-soy/
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