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The photographs in this dossier were taken by Sebastião Salgado, one of Brazil’s 
– and the world’s – greatest photographers. He passed away in May 2025, leaving 
behind an artistic legacy inseparable from his commitment to humanity and the 
preservation of the environment. Salgado travelled the globe portraying peoples, 
territories, and workers with dignity, capturing life’s beauty while bearing witness 
to an era marked by capitalism’s brutality against humanity and nature. His pho-
tographs, like this dossier, remind us that we cannot remain mere spectators of 
destruction: we must be agents of change.

We are grateful to the team that safeguards his legacy and, in a spirit of solidarity, 
authorised the use of his images to enrich and strengthen this dossier.
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Capitalism Will Not Solve the 
Environmental Crisis

The environmental crisis is one of the greatest challenges we face 
today. At its root lie the capitalist mode of production and the logic 
of capital accumulation pursued by the ruling classes of the Global 
North and South. The devastation wrought by capitalism is plain 
for all to see, as climate change intensifies and accelerates year after 
year, threatening the very existence of humanity. As Fidel Castro 
warned in his speech at the 1992 UN Conference on Environment 
and Development in Rio de Janeiro, ‘An important biological spe-
cies is in danger of disappearing due to the rapid and progressive 
liquidation of its natural living conditions: humanity’.1

Many international organisations and bodies have sought solutions 
to the environmental crisis, but always within the framework of cap-
italism. In November 2025, the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP30) will be held in Belém, Pará, in the Amazon 
region of Brazil. The Amazon is home to countless generations of 
Indigenous peoples who, through their interaction with nature, have 
allowed the planet’s most biodiverse ecosystem to flourish.

Today, the Amazon is the site of one of capitalism’s central contra-
dictions: agribusiness destroys it by burning and clearing land to 
expand the agricultural frontier while the very same land is finan-
cialised by transnational corporations trading its territories as car-
bon reserves on stock exchanges. While the ruling classes insist on 
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presenting the environmental crisis as a problem for all of humanity 
– without any class distinctions – we must not forget that the class 
contradictions inherent to capitalism are also reflected in the envi-
ronmental question. In fact, those most affected by climate disasters 
are the urban and rural poor, who live under precarious conditions 
in hazard-prone areas.

One of the main tasks in the battle of ideas is therefore to politi-
cise the debate around the environmental crisis by showing its class 
character – something that is urgently needed, as reflected by a 
recent survey that found that more than 30% of Brazil’s population 
is unaware of climate change, with this figure rising to over 50% 
among the lowest income groups.2 In light of this reality, this dossier 
seeks to popularise the debate on the environmental crisis from a 
Brazilian and Global South perspective in dialogue with working-
class organisations. In this dossier, we analyse the causes of the envi-
ronmental crisis and examine, and critique, proposals for a transition 
to a low-carbon economy. By seeking alternatives within capitalism, 
such proposals create new forms of accumulation without resolving 
the root problem. Finally, we present popular solutions to the crisis 
along with a set of demands that have emerged from the accumu-
lated experience of Brazil’s popular movements.
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The Destruction of Life and the 
Logic of Capital

Climate change is the most visible and urgent aspect of the envi-
ronmental crisis. Chemical pollution, loss of soil cover, ocean acidi-
fication, biome destruction, and the loss of biodiversity are also fun-
damental dimensions of the crisis. As Vijay Prashad rightly pointed 
out:

One million of the estimated eight million species of plants 
and animals on the planet are threatened with extinction. The 
main threat to the majority of species at risk of extinction 
is biodiversity loss caused by the capitalist agribusiness sys-
tem of food production. Agricultural production – currently 
accounting for more than 30% of the world’s habitable land 
surface – is responsible for 86% of projected losses in terres-
trial biodiversity because of land conversion, pollution, and 
soil degradation.3

The environmental crisis manifests in ways that underscore its insep-
arability from the class struggle. We see this in the floods that devas-
tated southern Brazil in 2024; the heatwave and then floods that hit 
Pakistan in 2022, leaving millions homeless while elites remained 
protected; the 2018 floods in Kerala, India; the 2022 flooding and 
blackouts in Cuba caused by Hurricane Ian – a phenomenon inten-
sified by rising ocean temperatures; and the increasingly extreme 
cycles of floods and droughts in the Horn of Africa. From 2019 to 
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2020, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia faced heavy rains followed by 
devastating floods. From 2020 to 2023, these countries faced one of 
the longest droughts in the past seventy years, only to be hit by new 
floods in 2023–2024. These instances show that the environmental 
crisis is deepening.4

The main factor driving climate change is the high level of green-
house gas (GHG) emissions from fossil fuels as energy consump-
tion from these fuels continues to rise year after year. If we take 
a closer look at global emission levels, the data once again speaks 
volumes: the richest 10% are responsible for nearly twenty times 
more emissions than the poorest 50%.5 Moreover, both historic and 
current GHG emissions are directly linked to inequality – not only 
between the Global North and South but also between the richest 
and poorest segments of the global population. According to the 
Global Carbon Project, the twenty-three most developed countries 
account for half of all CO2 emissions since 1850. The United States 
alone has emitted 24.6% of all carbon released into the atmosphere, 
followed by Germany (5.5%), the United Kingdom (4.4%), and 
Japan (3.9%). The other half of emissions is spread across more than 
150 countries.6

Recent data shows that this reality has not changed: according to 
a 2022 study by Climate Watch, the World Resources Institute’s 
data platform, the ten largest emitters are still responsible for 76% 
of global CO2 emissions. In 2022 China was the largest emitter of 
CO2, followed by the United States, India, Russia, and Japan, which 
would make Asia the planet’s biggest emitter today.7 However, 
because the populations of countries such as China and India are 
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much larger than those of the United States, European countries, 
Japan, or Australia, measured in per capita emissions the United 
States is by far the world’s largest CO2 emitter, with a per capita rate 
twice that of China and eight times higher than India’s.8

Globally, the fossil fuel industry is the largest emitter of CO2, with 
roughly one hundred companies responsible for 71% of global his-
torical CO2 emissions, according to a Carbon Majors report pub-
lished in 2017.9 Among them are giants such as ExxonMobil, Shell, 
BHP Billiton, and Gazprom. Another 2019 study by the Climate 
Accountability Institute found that just twenty companies have 
been responsible for one-third of all global CO2 emissions since 
1965.10

Agribusiness is another structural driver of GHG emissions. In 
2023 alone, 3.7 million hectares of forest were cleared worldwide, 
largely for cattle ranching and industrial crops. Over the past twenty 
years, the sector’s production chain – from fertilisers to processing 
and transport – has increased its emissions by 130%.11 Though the 
energy sector accounts for approximately three-quarters of GHG 
emissions on a global scale, it is worth taking a closer look at coun-
tries where raw materials dominate exports. Brazil is a striking 
example of this: according to the Plan for Ecological Transformation 
published by the Ministry of Finance, agribusiness is the country’s 
largest source of GHG emissions, directly accounting for 29% of the 
total. Deforestation-related emissions add another 38%, with live-
stock and agriculture responsible for about 96% of deforested land, 
according to the 2022 Annual Deforestation Report. Taken together, 
agribusiness is responsible for roughly 67% of Brazil’s total GHG 
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emissions, compared to just 23% from energy generation.12 Preda-
tory extractive practices also play a major role, especially in Global 
South countries, from mining to the purchase of natural and Indig-
enous reserve lands by foreign interests as carbon market assets.

Despite regional and national differences, what is clear is that cli-
mate change and the destruction of nature are direct consequences 
of the logic of capital accumulation advanced by the ruling classes.



Dossier no 93

12

Kuningan District, Jakarta, Indonesia, 1996.
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Green Capitalism: Supposed 
Alternatives to the Environmental 
Crisis

Various socialist currents have raised ecological concerns since the 
early days of capitalism, from the nineteenth-century socialist and 
artist William Morris to the environmental and countercultural 
movements of the mid-twentieth century. Yet it was only in the 
1970s, more than a century after the first industries appeared, that 
the environment became a matter of concern for nation-states and 
began to gain prominence on the international political agenda. The 
1972 United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, 
held in Stockholm, Sweden, was a milestone in advancing the envi-
ronmental question. As Andrei Cornetta notes:

In addition to population growth in a context of resource 
scarcity, [the conference] also discussed how to bring various 
forms of [water, air, and soil] pollution under control at a time 
when the global energy crisis was on the agenda, especially 
after the impact of the oil shock of 1973.13

Despite the urgency of the environmental question, no new forms 
of organising production or relating to nature were proposed at the 
conference: rather, all alternatives fit within the capitalist mode of 
production. Meanwhile, growing social and economic inequality 
between the imperialist core and the dependent periphery sharpened 
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the debate, especially regarding whether to continue developing or 
to restructure the industrial model along ‘zero growth’ lines.14

In 1979, the First World Climate Conference in Geneva acknowl-
edged the seriousness of ongoing climate change. It was not until 
1992 that the Second United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development took place in Rio de Janeiro, where a multilateral 
agenda to address the climate question was proposed. This agenda 
entered into force in 1994 and served as the precursor to the Con-
ference of the Parties (COP), the decision-making body for the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change which 
meets biennially to review and advance the convention.

Among the many outcomes of the COP process, two stand out. 
First, the Kyoto Protocol, adopted after COP 3 in 1997, which 
set binding quantitative targets for reducing GHG emissions for 
Annex I countries (those that had been industrialised the longest). 
Second, the Paris Agreement, adopted after COP 21 in 2015, which 
required signatory countries to set their own emission reduction tar-
gets, known as Intended Nationally Determined Contributions.15 
However, the targets were never met and both the Kyoto and Paris 
agreements ended up as failures.

In response to the urgency of climate change, some states have pro-
moted a transition to a low-carbon economy aimed at reducing the 
amount of harmful GHG emissions – without, of course, touching 
the profits of major corporations and the capitalist core. From this 
approach emerged so-called ‘green capitalism’ alternatives, including 
carbon markets, offset schemes, and energy transition policies.
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The Kyoto Protocol emission targets, initially intended to curb air 
pollution, soon became the basis for a new form of capital accumula-
tion via so-called carbon credits* that are traded on stock exchanges 
and function as a kind of ‘license to pollute’.16 This system involves 
not only financial capital but also significant technological and sci-
entific developments that measure and calculate carbon emissions. 
They also project potential reductions by modelling what emissions 
would have been in the absence of offset activities. These offset 
schemes include reducing emissions caused by deforestation and 
forest degradation as well as promoting forest conservation, sustain-
able management, and an increase in forest carbon stocks. However, 
in practice, once companies exceed their GHG emission limits, they 
can buy carbon credits on the stock exchange to offset their emis-
sions. Thus, the biophysical process by which plants absorb carbon 
from the air and convert it to oxygen through photosynthesis – a 
natural function of plant life and part of the commons – is turned 
into a commodity.

The main contradiction of green capitalism is that the same agri-
business, oil, and mining transnational corporations that shape the 
environmental agenda in international bodies and national govern-
ments are also those that most aggressively exploit the commons. 
The agribusiness sector, which drives deforestation and burning in 

*  Carbon credits are tradable certificates representing the reduction or removal of one metric 
tonne of carbon dioxide (or its equivalent in other greenhouse gases). They are typically gener-
ated by offset projects such as reforestation, renewable energy, or carbon capture schemes.



Dossier no 93

16

the Cerrado and Amazon biomes* in order to expand the agricul-
tural frontier, also touts the digitalisation of its production chains, 
which certify that its products are deforestation-free and decarbon-
ised. Similarly, oil corporations are involved in energy transition 
policies, and mining companies promote carbon market schemes.

In Brazil, agribusiness – the main source of the country’s GHG 
emissions – has made sustainability a central theme of its ideologi-
cal campaign. Far from a genuine commitment to sustainability, this 
serves as a way to expand into other sectors, increase political influ-
ence, and boost profits.17 The agribusiness model – based on large-
scale monocultures and the extensive use of pesticides – is among 
the most damaging to the environment. Yet while companies pursue 
new avenues of profit through the financialisation of nature and a 
discourse of sustainability, their production model has not changed; 
on the contrary, it continues to drive deforestation, burning, and the 
poisoning of soil, water, and air.

By playing an active role in advancing false solutions to the environ-
mental crisis, the very sectors that most damage the environment 
have found new ways to profit from the financialisation of nature. 
These sectors are present not only in government ministries across 

*  Brazil is home to six major biomes: the Amazon (the world’s largest tropical rainforest), 
the Cerrado (a vast tropical savanna, second only to the Amazon in biodiversity), the Atlantic 
Forest (Mata Atlântica, a coastal rainforest, now largely deforested), the Caatinga (a semi-arid 
scrubland unique to Brazil’s northeast), the Pantanal (the world’s largest tropical wetland), 
and the Pampa (temperate grasslands in the south). The Amazon and Cerrado, both heavily 
targeted by agribusiness, play a particularly crucial role in regulating rainfall, storing carbon, and 
sustaining biodiversity.
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many countries, but also in international climate bodies and con-
ferences such as the COP. The environmental agenda has long been 
captured by transnational corporations, and the alternatives they 
propose never challenge the profit rates of big capital. Brazilian agri-
business, with its rhetoric of sustainability, is among the key players 
in these international bodies. Brazilian companies such as Suzano 
Papel e Celulose,* the food multinational JBS, and the mining cor-
poration Vale all play a major role in ‘sustainability’ projects and the 
carbon market. For them, offset schemes have become a lucrative 
form of capital accumulation.

Take, for example, the Maísa project in the Brazilian state of Pará, 
run by the leading carbon market certifier Verra. The project was 
meant to preserve a 26,000-hectare stretch of the Amazon rainfor-
est that included the Sipasa Farm, yet the designated protection area 
later became a mining site, and in early 2024 sixteen farm workers 
were rescued from conditions comparable to slavery. The fallacy – 
and failure – of such projects is clear: they serve transnational giants 
like iFood, Uber, Spotify, Audi, and Google, which pour millions of 
dollars into offset schemes to cover the emissions generated by their 
own activities.18

In addition to commodifying one of nature’s commons, projects like 
Maísa harm biodiversity and undermine the way of life of Indige-
nous communities who, through the labour of countless generations, 

*   Suzano Papel e Celulose is a paper producer responsible for environmental imbalance 
through the creation of vast eucalyptus plantations, known as green deserts, which produce raw 
material for cellulose.
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have helped shape these forests and their biodiversity. By promoting 
solutions that fail to confront the destructive logic of capitalist accu-
mulation, such schemes destroy ways of life that have coexisted in 
harmony with nature for millennia.

The 2019 report by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform 
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services paints an alarming picture 
of ecological collapse brought on by such projects:

One million of the roughly eight million plants and animal 
species are threatened with extinction; human activity has 
driven at least 680 vertebrate species to extinction since 1500, 
while global populations of vertebrate species have fallen by 
68% over the last fifty years; the abundance of wild insects 
has fallen by 50%; and by 2016, more than 9% of all domesti-
cated mammal breeds used in food and agriculture had gone 
extinct, with another thousand breeds now facing extinction.19

One thing is clear: there are no capitalist solutions to a crisis created 
by capitalism. If we are to save the Earth and humanity, the answers 
must come from beyond capitalism.
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Cuiabá Farm, Xingó Backlands, Sergipe, Brazil, 1996.
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Popular Perspectives on the 
Environmental Question

At the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development in 
Rio de Janeiro, Fidel Castro underscored the urgency of the envi-
ronmental crisis from an emancipatory perspective and condemned 
the unjust economic and social order between dependent countries 
in the periphery and those at the capitalist core:

It must be said that consumer societies are primarily respon-
sible for the atrocious destruction of the environment… With 
only 20% of the world’s population, they consume two-thirds 
of the metals and three-quarters of the energy produced 
worldwide. They have poisoned the seas and rivers, polluted 
the air, weakened and perforated the ozone layer, and satu-
rated the atmosphere with gases that alter the climate with 
catastrophic effects from which we are already beginning to 
suffer… It is impossible to blame this on the countries of 
the Third World – yesterday’s colonies, today’s exploited and 
plundered nations by an unjust world economic order… If 
we are to save humanity from this self-destruction, we must 
achieve a fairer distribution of the wealth and technology 
available on the planet – less luxury and less waste in a few 
countries so that there may be less poverty and less hunger 
across much of the Earth.20
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What is at stake is nothing less than the survival of human life on 
Earth. The environmental crisis is a product of the crisis of cap-
ital, which not only fails to resolve problems such as hunger and 
inequality but deepens them while relentlessly seeking new ways 
to generate profit for the ruling classes. The environmental struggle 
must therefore be waged as a direct confrontation with, and ultimate 
overcoming of, the capitalist mode of production. Unless we chal-
lenge the logic of capital – based on the exploitation of working-
class labour and the plunder of the Global South – we will not be 
able to confront the environmental crisis.

The struggle for climate justice must combat not only inequality 
between the Global North and South but also environmental rac-
ism, as it is the poorest, and disproportionately Black and brown, 
populations in the Global South that are the most exposed to the 
effects of the environmental crisis. In Brazil, for example, a study 
found traces of glyphosate – one of the most widely used pesticides 
in agribusiness – in breast milk across several regions. Meanwhile, 
the environmental crimes committed by the mining transnationals 
Samarco, Vale, and BHP Billiton in the cities of Mariana (2015) 
and Brumadinho (2019), in Minas Gerais state, not only killed 
nearly 300 people but also devastated the biodiversity of the Doce 
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River, which runs through Minas Gerais and Espírito Santo, dis-
rupting the way of life of numerous comunidades ribeirinhas* (river 
communities).21

Brazil’s Black population, which is concentrated in urban periph-
eries, is also disproportionately affected by the environmental cri-
sis, such as in the form of frequent floods and landslides. Women, 
too, are more acutely impacted than the general population; in rural 
areas, for example, it often falls on them to handle the pesticides 
that the agribusiness production model imposes on peasant families. 
Environmental and climate justice movements must therefore build 
close connections with antiracist and feminist struggles. The envi-
ronmental crisis cannot be solved without confronting all forms of 
social inequality, from racism to patriarchy.

Among the many fronts of struggle, peasant movements linked to 
La Vía Campesina stand out. Their agenda calls for:

a.	 Popular Agrarian Reform and the Defence of Peasant 
and Indigenous Territories. Popular Agrarian Reform is 
the struggle to democratise access to land, directly confront 
latifundios (large, landed estates), and combat the concen-
tration of land in the hands of the few. This demand goes 

*  In Brazil, river communities (comunidades ribeirinhas) live along riverbanks and depend 
on fishing, small-scale farming, and forest resources for their livelihoods. They are considered 
part of Brazil’s traditional peoples and communities (povos e comunidades tradicionais), a broad 
category recognised by federal law that includes groups such as quilombolas (descendants of 
Afro-Brazilian communities formed by enslaved people) as well as Indigenous peoples and 
other culturally distinct communities.
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beyond land redistribution: it challenges the agribusiness 
model that commodifies nature and deepens the environ-
mental crisis. The struggle for land is tied to the protec-
tion of Indigenous and quilombola lands, recognising land 
concentration as a colonial legacy that must be overcome. 
By defending peasant and Indigenous territories, La Vía 
Campesina seeks to ensure that land fulfils its social func-
tion as a space for life, work, and cultural reproduction 
rather than being reduced to a financial asset.

b.	 Food Sovereignty. Food sovereignty is the right of peo-
ples to decide what to produce, as well as for whom and 
how to produce it, and to guarantee access to healthy and 
culturally appropriate food. It stands in opposition to the 
logic of agribusiness, which prioritises export commodities 
over feeding the people. To achieve food sovereignty, it is 
essential to support regional food cultures, strengthen short 
supply chains, and prevent food production from being 
controlled by large corporations. In order to achieve food 
sovereignty, public policies must be enacted that strengthen 
peasant agriculture and ensure that food is treated as a right, 
not a business; such policies include mandating the institu-
tional purchase of agroecological products and support of 
those markets.

c.	 Agroecology. Agroecology calls for a radical change in the 
technological model of agriculture, replacing the predatory 
system of agribusiness with diversified forms of production 
that are in harmony with nature. This includes the use of 
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bio-inputs, agroforestry, and sustainable soil management, 
which create biodiverse environments that are resilient 
to climate change. Beyond its technical dimension, agro-
ecology is a political practice that builds new relation-
ships between human beings and nature based on coop-
eration, peasant autonomy, and the recovery of traditional 
knowledge.

d.	 Care for the Commons. Water, minerals, seeds, land, and 
biodiversity are not mere ‘natural resources’ or ‘raw materi-
als’ to be exploited: they are commons that are essential to 
life. Protecting the commons is central to building a popu-
lar project for the countryside in which nature is not com-
modified but rather cared for as collective heritage, ensur-
ing their care for current and future generations.

A central component of Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Movement 
(MST) is to plant trees and produce healthy food. This is an inte-
gral part of building popular agrarian reform, since overcoming the 
environmental crisis will only be possible through a new model of 
rural production based on agroecology and new social relations 
that overcome patriarchy, racism, and LGBTphobia while fostering 
cooperation and solidarity. As MST leader João Pedro Stédile said 
about the particular challenges that Brazil faces with respect to the 
environmental crisis (though his words apply to the Global South 
more broadly):

We need zero deforestation. There is no need to cut down a 
single tree to meet the people’s needs. We must ban the export 
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of timber and gold and impose strict controls over mining 
activities and their environmental impacts. The country needs 
a publicly funded national reforestation plan to recover mil-
lions of hectares throughout the territory. To tackle pollution, 
mitigate rising temperatures, and confront the problem of 
individual transportation powered by fossil fuels, we must 
provide a plan for free, high-quality mass public transport, 
reforest major cities, and expand the use of solar energy in 
as many productive activities as possible. In the countryside, 
agrarian reform must advance with a national agroecology 
programme that produces healthy food free of agrotoxins for 
all the people.22

Another perspective that has emerged from social struggles in Latin 
America, especially in Ecuador and Bolivia, is buen vivir (good liv-
ing), whose principles were incorporated into the new constitutions 
of both countries under presidents Rafael Correa and Evo Morales, 
respectively. Drawing on Indigenous traditions, buen vivir challenges 
capitalist notions of progress and development and is based on five 
principles: 1) a holistic vision, or Pacha;* 2) embracing multipolarity; 
3) the search for balance; 4) the complementarity of diversity; and 
5) decolonisation.23

*  Pacha is a Quechua and Aymara concept often translated as ‘world’ or ‘cosmos’, but its 
meaning is broader. It refers to the unity of space, time, and life, encompassing the intercon-
nectedness of human beings, nature, and the universe. In the Andean cosmovision, Pacha 
underpins principles of balance and reciprocity that inform the philosophy of buen vivir.
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Ecosocialism, for its part, is a political and theoretical current that 
combines socialism with radical ecology, criticising both capitalism 
and traditional socialism for ignoring the planet’s ecological limits. 
It aims to build an egalitarian and sustainable society in which the 
economy is reorganised to meet human needs without destroying 
the environment. For Michael Löwy, one of ecosocialism’s lead-
ing theorists, the central dilemma facing the working classes in 
the twenty-first century is the environmental crisis, which must be 
addressed from a socialist perspective that conceives of a new mode 
of production attuned to ecological challenges.

The environmental crisis will not be resolved by the ruling classes. 
This is the task of the rural and urban working classes. We must cre-
ate another way of producing and reproducing life that is based on 
healthy relations between human beings and the environment and 
built through popular organisation. This path forward must expose 
the true culprits of the crisis and advance proposals that prioritise all 
forms of life over profit.
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Pico da Neblina, Yanomami Indigenous Territory, Amazonas, Brazil, 2014.
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A Minimum Agenda to Confront 
the Environmental Crisis

Brazil’s popular movements understand the need to wage struggles 
on multiple fronts. Despite the limits of the COPs and the negoti-
ations held there, popular movements recognise that it is essential 
to pressure their governments to secure a minimum agenda that 
holds the social classes and countries most responsible for pollution 
accountable and combats the climate catastrophe driven by capital-
ism. In this spirit, working alongside the MST, we created an agenda 
to confront the environmental crisis:

I. Compliance with and Advancement of International 
Agreements

•	 Building on the agreements of the 1992 United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, which 
established the principle of ‘common but differentiated 
responsibilities’, compel Global North countries – which 
bear historical responsibility for the climate crisis – to rap-
idly cut their carbon emissions and prevent global tempera-
tures from rising above the critical 1.5°C threshold.

•	 Ensure that Global North countries provide climate com-
pensation to Global South countries for the losses and 
damages caused by their carbon emissions and provide sub-
stantial funding for public infrastructure to replace reliance 
on carbon-based energy.
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•	 Fulfil the Paris Agreement pledge that Global North 
countries provide $100 billion annually to meet the needs of 
Global South countries, particularly for policies that miti-
gate the real and disastrous impacts of climate change that 
they are already experiencing (especially low-lying nations 
and small island states). These resources must come in the 
form of grants directly transferred to subnational projects 
for forest protection and restoration. Since loans are not 
transfers of resources, they should not be considered to fit 
within the scope of the Paris Agreement, though this has 
often been the case. These funds should serve as instruments 
of climate justice, not as pretexts for financial sector profit 
obtained through private or multilateral development banks.

•	 Transfer technology and financing to Global South coun-
tries to phase out carbon-based energy systems and build 
alternatives based on sovereign national strategies.

•	 Hold Global North countries accountable for polluting 
water, soil, and air with toxic and hazardous waste – includ-
ing nuclear waste – such as by making them bear the costs 
of cleanup and by prohibiting technologies and modes of 
production that generate such waste.

II. A Planned and Just Energy Transition with Social 
Participation
An energy transition programme is needed to adapt carbon-based 
energy systems in order to mitigate their environmental impact. It 
must be carefully planned, carried out with broad social participation, 
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and supported by financing channels for Global South countries 
that respond to their specific needs. In addition, it must diversify 
the energy grid, improve energy efficiency, and guarantee the raw 
material supply needed for any future energy transition. This pro-
gramme must:

•	 End direct and indirect government subsidies for the fossil 
fuel industry.

•	 Aggressively increase taxes on emissions and polluting 
products.

•	 Prohibit the financial sector’s participation in the fossil fuel 
industry in order to prevent any transition from being driven 
by financial speculation.

•	 Receive state investments in order to combat the climate 
catastrophe, protect and support affected populations, and 
restore the environment, as well as guarantee that such 
investments will not be restricted or undermined by local 
or international austerity policies. It is the responsibility of 
states to safeguard the rights of populations affected by these 
projects.

III. Protection of and Support for Peasant Agriculture 
and Food Sovereignty

•	 Implement comprehensive agrarian reforms that decentral-
ise and democratise access to land, making it feasible for 
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peasants to return to the countryside, and replace destructive 
agribusiness practices with agroecological production.

•	 Build and support mechanisms that spread and aid with 
the implementation of agroecology by providing technical 
assistance and financing for peasant farmers.

•	 Eliminate synthetic agrotoxins by 2035 and reduce synthetic 
fertilisers by half within the same period.

•	 Support the widespread use of bio-inputs for agroecological 
farming by creating bio-factories (community facilities that 
produce and reproduce natural inputs such as biofertilisers 
and biopesticides). Provide the necessary equipment for their 
use and guarantee free technical assistance for farmers.*

•	 Protect peasants’ rights to biodiverse seeds. Guarantee the 
intellectual property rights of Indigenous and traditional 
communities by combatting biopiracy and the appropriation 
of our knowledge and practices.

•	 Restructure livestock farming so that herd sizes and practices 
correspond to land capacity and food demand – not to the 
demands of the market.

*  Bio-inputs (bioinsumos) are biological products used in agriculture – such as biofertilisers, 
biopesticides, and biostimulants – that improve soil fertility, protect crops, and support plant 
growth without synthetic chemicals. They are central to agroecology because they reduce 
farmers’ dependence on agribusiness corporations that control pesticides and fertilisers, and 
many can be produced locally. Biofactories (biofábricas) are facilities – often community-based 
or cooperative – where these bio-inputs are produced and multiplied using preserved strains, 
cultures, and other biological stock. Together, they strengthen food sovereignty by enabling 
farmers to develop their own ecological alternatives to agribusiness.
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•	 Ban all unproven agricultural technologies and eliminate all 
public subsidies for harmful practices and products.

•	 Adopt public policies that regulate and protect agricultural 
markets and the right to healthy, culturally appropriate food.

•	 Prioritise agroecological products in government food-
purchasing programmes.

•	 Establish legislation to protect agroecological production 
zones, creating areas free from poisons, GMOs, and aerial 
spraying.

•	 Require governments to conduct studies that assess the need 
to rethink agricultural and livestock activities in response 
to global warming. This includes creating new agroclimatic 
maps and developing policies that protect biodiversity and 
ecosystem services.* These studies must also involve, in a 
meaningful way, the communities rooted in each territory 
and draw on their culture and expertise.

•	 Ensure that technological products and processes used in 
rural areas are reassessed every five years, drawing on the 
participation of civil society representatives.

*  Ecosystem services are the benefits that peoples and societies derive from healthy ecosys-
tems, such as pollination, water purification, soil fertility, and climate regulation; provisioning 
services like food, fresh water, and medicinal plants; and cultural services tied to traditional 
knowledge and ways of life. Protecting biodiversity helps sustain these essential functions, 
which are often undermined by industrial agribusiness.
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IV. Effective Policies for Reforestation and Combatting 
Deforestation

•	 Take all necessary measures to prevent the Amazon from 
reaching its point of no return, such as by protecting 80% of 
its territory by 2026.

•	 Halt all illegal deforestation by 2026.

•	 Achieve zero legal deforestation by 2027.

•	 Halt the expansion of the agricultural frontier by sanctioning 
companies and individuals responsible for land grabbing, 
displacing forest-dwelling peoples, and producing goods that 
drive deforestation, degradation, and pollution.

•	 Prohibit funds from the Paris Agreement from being chan-
nelled to agribusiness, mining, or false solutions like replant-
ing and offset schemes in protected areas.

•	 Repeal legal instruments that promote the destruction of the 
Amazon.

•	 Rehabilitate, recover, and restore deforested and degraded 
areas.

•	 Ensure that all Indigenous, Afro-descendant, quilombola, 
and traditional communities in the Amazon are given titles 
to their ancestral lands as well as full legal and physical pro-
tection of their collective ownership of these lands.
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•	 Guarantee respect for the territorial rights of isolated Indig-
enous peoples and implement a gender perspective in the 
distribution of land titles.

•	 Strengthen alternatives for an agroecological transition 
as well as community-based agroforestry production and 
ecotourism.

•	 Guarantee the meaningful participation of forest-dwell-
ing peoples in every stage of the energy production chain 
– including planning, management, and governance – as 
part of building a just, popular, and comprehensive energy 
transition.

•	 Ban subsidies, investments, and financial credits for projects 
that destroy forests.

•	 Classify ecocide as a crime in national legislation and ensure 
the punishment of all environmental crimes.

•	 Prosecute corporations and companies responsible for envi-
ronmental disasters in their countries of origin and require 
them to repair the damage done to nature and affected 
peoples.

•	 Promote financing for projects that protect the Amazon and 
other forests of the Global South, ensuring that all debt-
for-climate or debt-for-nature swaps are: a) comprehensive, 
transparent, direct, and carried out with the participation 
of the peoples of the Amazon in ways that are self-deter-
mined, self-organised, and self-managed; b) embedded in 
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current financing mechanisms with guaranteed participation, 
oversight, and social accountability to prevent abuse, waste, 
and corruption; and c) designed to ensure that nature is not 
commodified.

•	 Establish a carbon tax on major polluting industries and 
agribusinesses, directing the revenue toward protecting the 
Amazon and other forests of the Global South.

•	 Ban forest offsets and other forms of financial speculation 
and false market solutions in these territories.

•	 Require governments to implement large-scale reforesta-
tion projects, the countryside, and cities and to support the 
production and distribution of seedlings and the restoration 
of degraded areas.

V. Proper Planning and Management of Water Resources

•	 Use water efficiently, prioritising human and animal con-
sumption and agroecological production over corporate 
interests.

•	 Manage aquatic systems to include the creation of protected 
areas that safeguard the health of river basins.

•	 Subsidise agroforestry, with an emphasis on food production 
in family farming units connected to food supply systems.
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VI. Restrictions on Mining

•	 Immediately halt and combat illegal mining.

•	 Reduce mercury use in mining each year until it is fully 
eliminated.

•	 Ban mining in Indigenous, ancestral, and communal 
territories.

•	 Establish plans to restore areas degraded by mining.

•	 Implement remediation plans for ecosystems and communi-
ties affected by mercury and other mining impacts.

•	 Create monitoring systems and penalties for activities that 
compromise surface and groundwater quality.

VII. Public Participation

•	 Ensure that the population – especially forest-dwelling peo-
ples and those disproportionately affected by climate change 
– has a voice, a vote, and veto power in decision-making, 
oversight, and resource use in projects and production chains 
that significantly affect their territories.

•	 Require institutional bodies responsible for introducing 
new technologies in rural areas to provide opportunities for 
affected populations to intervene both before and during 
their commercial authorisation.

    



37

Brooks Range, Alaska, United States, 2009.
© Sebastião Salgado
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Notes
1	 Pericás, ‘Fidel Castro e a questão ambiental’, our translation.

2	 Tereos, ‘Mudanças climáticas’.

3	 FAO, ‘The State of the World’s Biodiversity’; UNEP, ‘Our Global Food System’; 
UNEP, ‘Agriculture’; IUCN, ‘The IUCN Red List’; Tricontinental, ‘Please Ensure 
That the Planet Does Not Burn’.

4	 Tricontinental, ‘A World So Changed’; Tricontinental, ‘Pakistan Under Water’; 
Tricontinental, ‘Brazil’s Flood of Austerity’; BBC News, ‘Furacão Ian’; UNDRR, 
‘Horn of Africa Floods’.

5	 Chancel, ‘Global Carbon Inequality’.

6	 WRI Brasil, ‘Os países que mais emitiram’.

7	 WRI Brasil, ‘Os países que mais emitiram’.

8	 WRI Brasil, ‘Os países que mais emitiram’.

9	 Climate Accountability Institute, ‘Carbon Majors’.

10	 Climate Accountability Institute, ‘Carbon Majors’.

11	 Weisse, Goldman, and Carter, ‘Quanta floresta’.

12	 Tricontinental, ‘A Transição Energética’.

13	 Cornetta, Crise ambiental, our translation.

14	 Cornetta, Crise ambiental, our translation.

15	 Cornetta, Crise ambiental, 121, our translation.

16	 Merlino, ‘Mercado de carbono’.

17	 Ganaka, ‘A Transição Energética’.

18	 Harari and Dallabrida, ‘Uber e Audi’; Bispo, ‘Mais da metade’.

19	 Tricontinental, ‘Only One Earth’.

20	 Pericás, ‘Fidel Castro e a questão ambiental’, our translation.

21	 Caetano, ‘Raio-X dos crimes’; Fuhrmann, ‘Evidências apontam’.

22	 Landless Workers’ Movement, ‘Propostas para enfrentar’, our translation.

23	 Marques and Depieri, ‘Análisis crítico’, 115.
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