
RED ALERT | No 19

Israel’s Crimes in 
the West Bank

Oslo II and the Occupied Palestinian Territory
In September 1995, the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and the Israeli government signed the Israeli-Palestinian Interim 
Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (Oslo II), which 
initiated a process aimed at eventually creating a Palestinian 
state adjacent to Israel in parts of the Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritory (OPT). The OPT only accounts for 22% of historic Palestine 
(defined as the territory that was under the British Mandate). In 
other words, Palestinians were left less than a quarter of their his-
toric land, and even on that land, they have little to no authority. 
Following the interim agreement, the West Bank was divided into 
three areas:

1.	 Area A, which is technically under full Palestinian civil and 
security control through the Palestinian Authority and con-
stitutes approximately 18% of the West Bank, or 3.96% of 
historic Palestine.

2.	 Area B, which is under Palestinian civil control through 
the Palestinian Authority but effectively with Israeli secu-
rity control and makes up around 22% of the West Bank, or 
4.62% of historic Palestine.

https://www.refworld.org/legal/agreements/par/1995/en/20547
https://digitalprojects.palestine-studies.org/ar/node/213161
https://www.anera.org/what-are-area-a-area-b-and-area-c-in-the-west-bank/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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3.	 Area C, which is fully controlled by Israel and comprises 
over 60% of the West Bank, or 13.42% of historic Palestine.

Effectively, according to the logic of Oslo II – and after the annex-
ation of East Jerusalem and occupation of Gaza – Israel controls 
97% of historic Palestine.

The Suffocation of Palestinians in the West 
Bank
Israel’s operations in the West Bank have been designed to make 
life unbearable for Palestinians. The controls and restrictions 
on movement have made it virtually impossible for Palestinians 
to educate their youth and employ their adults. Before October 
2023, Israel operated 590 roadblocks and checkpoints in the West 
Bank, which has risen to nearly 900 since then and resulted in a 
near-complete stoppage of basic human activity. It has become 
impossible for Palestinians to access water and land for agri-
cultural production as well as the potable water necessary for a 
decent life. Israel’s criminalisation of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) has severely disrupted  the organisa-
tion’s operations, preventing Palestinian refugees (roughly a quar-
ter of the Palestinians who live in the West Bank) from accessing 
basic education, health, and employment services.

Displacement and Confiscation
Israel is carrying out ethnic cleansing in the West Bank, using 
tactics such as shootings, pogroms, sexual violence, and the 
destruction of homes and farms to expel people from their 
lands even more rapidly. Since the start of Operation Iron Wall in 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2022/02/israels-system-of-apartheid/
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/131211
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20250123-israel-sets-up-898-military-checkpoints-gates-across-west-bank/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20250123-israel-sets-up-898-military-checkpoints-gates-across-west-bank/
https://www.btselem.org/publications/202305_parched
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2017/11/the-occupation-of-water/
https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/1656408
https://badil.org/phocadownloadpap/Statistics/(PCBS)The-International-Day-of-Refugees-2019-eng.pdf
https://badil.org/phocadownloadpap/Statistics/(PCBS)The-International-Day-of-Refugees-2019-eng.pdf
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January 2025, the Israeli military has forcibly displaced 8,255 Pal-
estinian families from their homes in the refugee camps of Jenin 
(3,840 families displaced), Nur Shams (1,910 families displaced), 
and Tulkarm (2,505 families displaced). These families are the 
direct descendants of the Palestinian refugees who were ethni-
cally cleansed from their homes during the 1948 Nakba and have 
been denied their right of return ever since. In addition to these 
refugee camps, Israel’s occupation forces – which include both 
the formal Israeli army and armed Israeli settlers – drove 28 Pal-
estinian communities off their lands between January 2022 and 
September 2023 and destroyed over 3,500 built structures, includ-
ing homes, livestock sheds, and water cisterns in the West Bank 
between October 2023 and April 2025.

Death, Arrest, and Torture
Since October 2023, Israel’s occupation forces have killed approx-
imately 900 Palestinians in the West Bank, including at least 190 
children, and injured 8,400 more. These numbers are likely higher 
given the lack of humanitarian organisations to properly docu-
ment the violence carried out by Israel in an area whose institu-
tions have been deeply impacted by the genocide and ongoing 
occupation. Since late 2023, Israel’s occupation forces have 
arrested 15,000 Palestinians, many under the category of ‘admin-
istrative detention’, which does not require a formal charge (these 
figures are likely deflated due to the severe restrictions on legal 
representation). Since 7 October 2023, there have been more than 
65 documented cases of Palestinians being murdered in Israeli 
prisons, detention centres, and concentration camps. Sexual vio-
lence is routine in these camps.

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/israeli-settlements-in-the-occupied-palestinian-territory-including-east-jerusalem-and-in-the-occupied-syrian-golan/
https://www.ochaopt.org/data/casualties


The Bisan Centre for Research and Development, the Interna-
tional Peoples’ Assembly, and Tricontinental: Institute for Social 
Research call upon intellectuals, civil society groups, and political 
and social organisations to pay close attention to the develop-
ments not only in Gaza, but also in the other parts of the OPT. 
The ongoing genocide and crimes against humanity cannot be 
ignored or allowed to continue with impunity.


