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What is the Organisation of American States?
The Organisation of American States (OAS) was formed in Bogotá,
Colombia in 1948 by the United States and its allies. Though the OAS
Charter invokes the rhetoric of multilateralism and cooperation, the
organisation has been used as a tool to fight against communism
in the hemisphere and to impose a US agenda on the countries of
the Americas. Roughly half of the funds for the OAS and 80 percent
of the funds for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR), an autonomous organ of the OAS, come from the US. It is
worth noting that – despite providing the majority of its budget – the
US has not ratified any of the IACHR’s treaties.
The OAS showed its true colours after the Cuban Revolution (1959).
In 1962, at a meeting in Punta del Este (Uruguay), Cuba – a founding
member of the OAS – was expelled from the organisation. The declaration from the meeting stated that ‘the principles of communism
are incompatible with the principles of the inter-American system’. In
response, Fidel Castro called the OAS the ‘US Ministry of Colonies’.
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The OAS set up the Special Consultative Committee on Security
Against the Subversive Action of International Communism in 1962,
with the purpose of allowing the elites in the Americas – led by the
US – to use every means possible against popular movements of the
working class and peasantry. The OAS has afforded diplomatic and
political cover to the US’s Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) as it has
participated in the overthrow of governments that attempt to exercise their legitimate sovereignty – sovereignty that the OAS Charter
purports to guarantee. This exercise has gone all the way from the
OAS’s expulsion of Cuba in 1962 to the orchestration of coups in
Honduras (2009) and Bolivia (2019) to the repeated attempts to
overthrow the governments of Nicaragua and Venezuela and ongoing interference in Haiti.
Since 1962, the OAS has openly acted alongside the US government
to sanction countries without a United Nations Security Council resolution, which makes these sanctions illegal. It has, therefore, regularly violated the ‘principle of non-interference’ in its own charter,
which prohibits ‘armed force but also any other form of interference
or attempted threat against the personality of the State or against
its political, economic, and cultural elements’ (chapter 1, article 2,
section b and chapter IV, article 19).

What is the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States (CELAC)?
Venezuela, led by President Hugo Chávez, initiated a process in the
early 2000s to build new regional institutions outside of US control.
Three major platforms were built in this period: 1) the Bolivarian
Alliance for the Peoples of Our America (ALBA) in 2004; 2) the
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Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) in 2004; and 3) the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) in
2010. These platforms established inter-governmental connections
across the Americas, including summits on matters of regional
importance and technical institutions to enhance trade and cultural interactions across borders. Each of these platforms have
faced threats from the United States. As governments in the region
oscillate politically, their commitment to these platforms has either
increased (the more left they have been) or decreased (the more
subordinate they have been to the United States).
At the 6th Summit of CELAC in Mexico City in 2021, Mexico’s
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador suggested that the OAS
be disbanded and that CELAC help to build a multilateral organisation at the scale of the European Union to resolve regional conflicts,
build trade partnerships, and promote the unity of the Americas.

What is the Summit of the Americas?
With the fall of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), the
United States attempted to dominate the world by using its military
power to discipline any state that did not accept its hegemony (as in
Panama, 1989 and Iraq, 1991) and by institutionalising its economic
power through the World Trade Organisation, set up in 1994. The
US called the OAS member states to Miami for the first Summit of
the Americas in 1994, which was subsequently handed over to the
OAS to manage. The summit has convened every few years since to
‘discuss common policy issues, affirm shared values and commit to
concerted actions at the national and regional level’.
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Despite its stronghold over the OAS, the US has never been able
fully to impose its agenda at these summits. At the third summit in
Quebec City (2001) and the fourth summit in Mar del Plata (2005),
popular movements held large counter-protests; at Mar del Plata,
Venezuela’s President Hugo Chávez led a massive demonstration,
which resulted in the collapse of the US-imposed Free Trade Area
of the Americas agreement. The fifth and sixth summits at Port of
Spain (2009) and Cartagena (2012) became a battlefield for the
debate over the US blockade on Cuba and its expulsion from the
OAS. Due to immense pressure from the member states of the OAS,
Cuba was invited to the seventh and eighth summits in Panama City
(2015) and Lima (2018), against the wishes of the United States.
However, the United States has not invited Cuba, Nicaragua, or
Venezuela to the upcoming ninth summit to be held in Los Angeles
in June 2022. Several countries – including Bolivia and Mexico –
have said that they will not attend the meeting unless all thirty-five
countries in the Americas are in attendance. From 8–10 June, a
range of progressive organisations will hold a People’s Summit to
counter the OAS summit and to amplify the voices of all the peoples
of the Americas.
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