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Dear Friends,

Greetings from the desk of the Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research,

0od in Caracas (Venezucla) s sombre. Tt appears that the attempted coup against on 23 January s over (as the Venezaelan Forcign Minister Jorge Arreaza tells me). The Lima Cartel s divided. The Europeans have cold feet. On the one-month anniversa at attempt, a p in the centre of Caracas to
demonstrst their supportfo the Bolivarian Revoluton. An elerly couple carrid a sign which captured the mood ~ Somo s Ivisiles. Somos s Invensiles, Ve oz (We s th visble, We e th Ivinible, We will Overome),
Itis hard to gauge the numbers of people at that rally. A picture from a drone suggests a large crowd, but it misleads. Most crowd counting software assumes a ody size ncun of s betwos, poupe i Thos ssmptons do o pply i this e The supgrie of hegocnment and ofthe Blvion Revoltion b dh vtk of e istry o e b
They arc sl d tin, drkerdkinmed and v by decaes of work that hes camed them st ot enough to e, The resson why they adore Hgo Chaver his v cvrshere - and why they cul hemslven Chavsta o hat t s sh sl of Chaves b the 19901 hat e hem hope an st mpieed et ol ot for the led
Nicolas Maduro i responsible for their hunger. They know that their Bolivarian Revolution is a process and that they are active in that process

is Wednesday, thity years ago, thousands of Ve or et maligned by he inicase in busfres. They ranacoss thei country,chei age captred inth disorder chey preduccd hat evene il he Gz, e i vt hat gt the Bolivain Revluion. A e days before thesonivesary, | viied Marica Machado,  Black, poor working s worman vho eds o

community i one o e many e -rganied housing Projecs i Carseas. ¢ was the Cargas and Chavesthat ave s the st 1 ovreome on her. She, an don theirbest 0 buld 3 community —with s common Kichen, by, mesting halan shared spce dhati ceanand decent, Mostoftheaders of
such neighbourhoods arc women ~ allare poor, most are workers, many are Afro-Venezuclans. 1 asked Maricla what would happen to her and her ncxghbmuhwd £ i overmment . We wold b eviced, sh toldme. The herce dfenc ofthe Chivisas Aginst he averthron o tht govermment s nked t a iges had come in now be reversed. The
old humiliation would return
Evenf the atteapt 0 overhrow the goverament in Caracas is now mosty ove,there i Eaglity in the Venezuelan government. Itis 3 fragility hared with most countie ofth trconinent —of Afic, Asiaan Latin America. Pulic fnances acros the world have becn damaged by the deartre oftilions of the reach Itis estimated
that there is between $21 and $32 tillion in the tax havens. Global financial stock markets toy with over $200 trillion. This is socia d to unproductive uses this money. No hospitals are built with this money. Profits on financial investment race to the rich, who have ceased to pay taxation and have cessed to isk Doty productive investments. The

billonaires are on a tax strike and an investment srike. These two strikes ~ tax strike and investment strike ~ are their weapons in the class struggle (as laid out in our first Working Document, I the Ruins of the Presens). Because of these strikes and the fragile global commodity chain, almost a billion people cannot find work that sustains them, while those who have work find their humanity
broken by their jobs.

There i fagily in Venezuel' rliance upon il and it lack of food sereguiy, Thee o s oo s fondameotal problcof the Vel econcrmy tht g ot e atel of Chires snd et il oo o e e T s Nigeria — that have , that rely upon oil exports that finance the imports of just about
everything Tl many. Burkina Faso's Th vrould sy e who e o ol o I . ot e, Ttk ofincresing o producton i Venesul i mportan - aod g (ke gk joumey with Riard Vaz to Mérida where th native porat s bing rescued). AL s it e deeper g rlorn, bt s changes i th cuere o
conmumpeion tht have ben produced by the nflo of ol et Ju Pblo Déres Alfonso - one of led oil the ‘devil He remains correct.

International Assembly of the
Over the course of the pmmk almost ﬂve hundred people from x7 countries representing political groups and £ o Cancs o e Itsmstional Aoy of the Pecpes i it s et oo o oty camplgon s et conet eant ofdhe Lt Repor ofthedefeons - which wee st and ipertos —mde 000 lngesn

h and ALBA as well as a few other the discussions, which ranged f Venezuelan people to e news has subverted electoral democracy. It will ake time to digest the implications of these discussions ~ and it will ke time to see what kinds of common actions develop. Certainly,
the frst common action i to e o s miliay intervntion n Veneauela and to push for n end t the stangulaton of the V enconean conomy

The governments of India and Pakistan are playing with fre. Acrial attacks on cach other' territory threatens to widen the conflict. The majority of Indians and Pakistanis ~ ke the majority of Venezuelans ~ will not gain from a war. Suffering will be their coin. There are so many real problems that bedevil the countries of South Asia ~ hunger being one of them. Just before the aireraft fired across
the border, hundseds of workers marched to the Indian parliament to demand higher wages and pensions and to prevent the privatisation of the child care centres. They handed over a petition that had 40 million signatures to the government.

The potso the chidcre cnpunad)werkers bought i Wil eyl oee, The End and e Beioning (exaed by fofanna Tezcel

After every was

someane has to o clen up

Things

eghvon hemscves up,afcr all.

Someone has to push the rubble
o the side of the road,
50 the corpse-filled wagons

can pass.
Someone has to get mired

in scum and ashes,

sofsprings,

splintered glass,

and bloody rags

Someone has to drag in a girder
0 prop up a wall

Someone has to glaze a window,
rehang a door.

Photogenic it not,

and takes years.

Al the cameras have left

for another war.

‘Well need the bridges back,
and new railway stations.
Slecves will go ragged

from rolling them up.

Someone, broom in hand,

stil recalls the way it was.
Someone clse lstens

and nods with unsevered head,
Butalready there are those nearby

sometims someone sl uncarths
rusted-out arguments
and caries them to the garbage pile.

what was going on here

ly aslttl as nothing.
Tn the grass that has overgrown
causes and effects,

someone must be stretched out
blade of grass in his mouth
gazing at the clouds.
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