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3 Lessons from the Trump Corollary, 2 Tasks for the Future
and 1 Message from Bolívar
 

https://thetricontinental.org/newsletter-na-trump-corollary-bolivar/
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Elías Taño (Tenerife), Aquí hay un pueblo digno [Here Is a Dignified People], 2026.

Greetings from the Nuestra América Desk at Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research,

On January 3, 2026, the United States executed a large-scale military operation against Venezuela, dubbed
“Operation Absolute Resolve” by Washington. This act of war by the world’s leading military power against
the  Bolivarian  Revolution  left  a  toll  of  at  least  100  people  dead—among  them  32  Cuban
internationalists—more than a hundred wounded, damage to the country’s military and civil infrastructure
(such as medicine warehouses for kidney patients), and the abduction of President Nicolás Maduro and First
Lady and National Assembly Member Cilia Flores, who currently remain kidnapped as prisoners of war in
New York City.

However,  contrary  to  what  any  political  analyst  or  historian  might  have  thought,  the  revolutionary
government was not overthrown. It remains standing and heads an organized resistance to preserve peace,
stability, and the country’s sovereignty. This apparently paradoxical fact reveals the internal contradictions of
the imperial project and the strength of processes rooted in popular organization.

The brutality of the attack may have surprised us, but there had been clear signs announcing it. Project 2025,
drafted by the Heritage Foundation and its allies to prepare an army of bureaucrats ideologically committed to
the second Trump Administration,  recommended a “re-hemisphering”  of  the continent.  The National
Security Strategy, published weeks earlier, revived the Monroe Doctrine and added a Trump Corollary: the
United States will take all necessary measures—including the unilateral use of military force—to ensure that
no foreign power can seize the resources of the American continent that it considers to be in its interest. In
practice, this means it will condition the sovereignty of the nations of the continent on their willingness to
serve the needs of the superpower.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/01/un-experts-condemn-us-aggression-against-venezuela
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/ee.uu.-bautiz%C3%B3-la-misi%C3%B3n-para-capturar-a-maduro-como-operaci%C3%B3n-resoluci%C3%B3n-absoluta/90721835
https://www.telesurenglish.net/diosdado-cabello-reports-100-deaths-in-us-aggression/
https://en.granma.cu/cuba/2026-01-13/information-from-the-revolutionary-government-on-the-posthumous-tribute-to-cuban-combatants-who-fell-in-the-line-of-duty-in-the-bolivarian-republic-of-venezuela
https://en.granma.cu/cuba/2026-01-13/information-from-the-revolutionary-government-on-the-posthumous-tribute-to-cuban-combatants-who-fell-in-the-line-of-duty-in-the-bolivarian-republic-of-venezuela
https://www.telesurenglish.net/venezuelan-presidential-guard-members-talk-about-their-resistance-to-the-u-s-attack/
https://en.ultimasnoticias.com.ve/life/Delcy-Rodriguez-orders-repairs-to-463-homes-impacted-by-US-attack/
https://venezuela-news.com/brasil-insumos-asistenciaa-pacientes-dialisis-afectados-ataque-militar-eeuu/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/6/maduro-says-hes-a-prisoner-of-war-why-that-matters
https://www.newsweek.com/what-project-2025-says-about-venezuela-11315471
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c977njnvq2do
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/venezuela-project-2025-latin-america/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf
https://substack.com/home/post/p-180864320
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Iván Lira (Venezuela), Dtrump, 2025.
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From the new Trump Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, we can extract 3 lessons:

1. The offensive of hyper-imperialism is brutal and seeks to impose a new world order through force: It
began in September 2025 with extrajudicial executions of alleged drug traffickers on the high seas—some of
them  Colombian  and  Trinidadian  fishermen,  as  denounced  by  the  President  of  Colombia,  Gustavo
Petro—and opened this year with a military attack that, in less than two hours, violated the United Nations
Charter, the Rome Statute, and the United States Constitution itself, which reserves the exclusive power to
declare war for the U.S. Congress.

The policy of “peace through strength” is the new method for advancing the U.S. agenda. Long gone are the
attempts to co-opt and instrumentalize multilateral organizations, as well as the so-called “rules-based order”
that Washington selectively invoked. It is no longer necessary to keep up appearances. Imperialism relies on
its brute force to create a new international order, and anyone wishing to dispute it, must show its own.
Meanwhile, the United States is reconfiguring its dominance over the continent: It intervened in the elections
in Argentina and Honduras, continues to threaten Colombia and Mexico with anti-narcotics operations in
their territories, demands an agreement from Cuba “before it is too late,” expands its military presence in
Ecuador, Panama (seeking to exercise control over the Canal) and Haiti (pushing a “gang suppression force”
through the UN), and most recently, issued an ultimatum to Denmark and other NATO partners to cede
control of Greenland or it will take it “the hard way.”

2. The new mood of the Global South is strengthened by concrete gains of the people, not by idealism or
fearfulness: Despite overwhelming military power, the United States did not militarily occupy Venezuela nor
overthrow the government. The country’s stability has been guaranteed by the Bolivarian Revolution, an
alternative project to the imperialist logic which managed to consolidate itself through territorial organization
(communes), productive creativity, political participation, and social consciousness.

There is a new mood in the Global South that is contrary to unilateral action and supports cooperation
through multilateralism and regional unity to confront it. Solidarity plays a fundamental role, and the defense
of Venezuela’s sovereignty was felt in places as distant as Kerala, Rome, Pretoria, and Havana, to name a
few of the hundreds of places that demonstrated their rejection of the U.S. attack. What these peoples are
defending is the right for real and transformative political alternatives to exist. It is these projects that can lead
a new future for the Global South. In December, a BRICS People’s Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro,
where Brazil’s  Landless Workers’  Movement (MST) and other movements defended the elaboration of
concrete proposals to carry out cooperative and social enterprise projects. It is real transformations—and not
proposals  that  are  unachievable  due  to  their  idealism,  or  that  are  timid  in  contesting  schemes  of
domination—that generate stability and unity.

3.  The new right  occupies  increasingly  more space but  is  easily  discardable  in  the hyper-imperialist
offensive. The United States surprised many by imposing an increase in tariffs against Brazil and unilateral
coercive measures against the judge who sentenced Jair Bolsonaro to prison. Through threats on social media
and in the press,  the Trump administration accused Brazilian institutions and the government itself  of
persecuting its main ally in the country.

However, with Bolsonaro convicted, hyper-imperialism quickly changed its strategy, fostering a dialogue with
Lula.  In a  similar  operation,  María  Corina Machado,  who received the Nobel  Peace Prize after  being
nominated by the Secretary of State himself, was discarded as a political option in Venezuela for lacking

https://thetricontinental.org/newsletterissue/hyper-imperialism-hyper-drive/
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/extrajudicial-killings-un-condemns-us-strikes-on-drug-boats-calls-for-immediate-halt/ar-AA1PzdPI
https://www.eluniversal.com/internacional/218129/gustavo-petro-rechaza-ataques-en-el-caribe-colombianos-trinitarios-han-muerto-bajo-los-misiles-de
https://www.eluniversal.com/internacional/218129/gustavo-petro-rechaza-ataques-en-el-caribe-colombianos-trinitarios-han-muerto-bajo-los-misiles-de
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/attack-venezuela-was-unconstitutional
https://www.jornada.com.mx/noticia/2025/12/31/mundo/2025-trump-extiende-la-guerra-y-multiplica-los-bombardeos-de-eu
https://www.pagina12.com.ar/2025/12/09/trump-sobre-milei-iba-a-perder-lo-apoye-y-gano/
https://apnews.com/article/honduras-election-trump-nasry-asfura-7ebbae3330cba08e0fbb62eaadc71bcb
https://elpais.com/america-colombia/2025-12-02/trump-advierte-a-colombia-de-que-esta-sujeto-a-ataques-por-la-produccion-y-trafico-de-droga.html
https://www.dw.com/es/intervenci%C3%B3n-en-m%C3%A9xico-donald-trump-est%C3%A1-dispuesto-a-todo/a-75481087
https://www.msn.com/en-us/politics/international-relations/trump-threatens-cuba-negotiate-before-it-is-too-late/ar-AA1U03mE
https://orinocotribune.com/sat-night-only-one-military-bases-and-aid-packages-noboa-accelerates-ecuadors-ties-with-washington/
https://www.laestrella.com.pa/panama/politica/panama-acepta-mas-presencia-militar-de-ee-uu-y-concede-paso-por-el-canal-con-costo-neutro-CE11734600
https://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/2025/10/01/haiti-consejo-de-seguridad-de-la-onu-aprueba-nueva-mision-para-eliminar-a-las-pandillas/
https://theintercept.com/2026/01/21/trump-davos-iceland-greenland/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2024/01/26/there-is-a-new-mood-in-the-global-south-an-interview-with-vijay-prashad/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2026/01/08/tens-of-thousands-across-india-mobilize-to-oppose-us-attacks-on-venezuela/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2026/01/12/protests-take-place-across-italy-to-show-solidarity-with-venezuela/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2026/01/12/rogue-state-south-africans-protest-outside-us-embassy-denounce-abduction-of-maduro/
https://misiones.cubaminrex.cu/es/articulo/marcha-del-pueblo-combatiente-rinde-tributo-en-la-habana-los-32-heroes-caidos-en-venezuela
https://mst.org.br/2025/12/01/cupula-popular-dos-brics-inicia-no-rio-com-chamado-por-uniao-entre-os-povos/
https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2025/07/30/citando-bolsonaro-figueiredo-moraes-e-ameaca-a-seguranca-nacional-trump-assina-ordem-de-tarifaco-ao-brasil/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/blogs/lourival-santanna/internacional/trump-trocou-bolsonaro-por-lula-por-considera-lo-perdedor/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/10/us/politics/nobel-trump-rubio-venezuela.html
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sufficient support or legitimacy. While the right-wing is occupying spaces left open by the weaknesses of the
popular camp, hyper-imperialism will not hesitate to discard them in any strategic situation. This reveals that
we must urgently work for a common minimum project that allows popular causes to advance without
depending on the internal contradictions of the enemy camp.
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Olfer Leonardo (Perú), Abyayala contra Trump [Abyayala Against Trump], 2026.

In The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, Marx reminds us that “men make their own history, but they
do not make it as they please; they do not make it under self-selected circumstances, but under circumstances
existing already”.  After  this  abrupt  start  to  2026,  let  us  assume our  historical  tasks  in  the face  of  the
circumstances we have had to undergo:

1. Multipolarity is not enough; we must seek the “balance of the universe”: Two hundred years ago, the
Amphictyonic Congress of Panama took place. It attempted to create the unity of the American continent to
safeguard its independence and sovereignty. Unlike the Pan-Americanism promoted from Washington, this
congress did not intend to impose tutelage, but rather bet on achieving what Bolívar conceived as the balance
of the universe: “…all these parts [of the world] must try to establish a balance between themselves and
Europe, to destroy the preponderance of the latter.” The world order built after the Anti-Fascist World War
divided the world into zones of influence to be distributed in the Cold War. What we need to build today,
more than plain multipolarity, is a balance between all international actors that guarantees cooperation, just
and shared development, and the resolution of major threats such as war and climate change.

2. Our struggle must be common and simultaneous: Sixty years ago, the Tricontinental Conference of
Havana was held, where for the first time the struggles of what we now call the Global South were united.
There, Commander Fidel Castro presented in his closing speech a formula that is more relevant than ever:

“In Latin America, there must not be even one, or two, or three peoples fighting alone against
imperialism. The imperialists’ correlation of forces on this continent, the nearness of their home
territory, the zeal with which they will try to defend their dominions in this part of the world
require, on this continent, more than anywhere else, a common strategy, a joint, simultaneous
struggle.”

During May 2026, and within the framework of the centennial of Fidel, the IV Continental Assembly of
ALBA Movements will be held in Cuba. It will be the ideal setting for grassroots movements and popular
organizations of the continent, with a realistic view of the challenges, to trace a new strategy of common and
simultaneous struggle to preserve sovereignty and dignity in the face of the hyper-imperialist advance.

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1852/18th-brumaire/
https://www.clacso.org/el-congreso-anfictionico-de-panama/
https://www.alainet.org/es/articulo/192059
https://www.alainet.org/es/articulo/192059
https://thetricontinental.org/the-80th-anniversary-of-the-victory-in-the-world-anti-fascist-war/
http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2026/01/12/inauguran-en-la-habana-congreso-internacional-a-60-anos-de-la-tricontinental/
http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2026/01/12/inauguran-en-la-habana-congreso-internacional-a-60-anos-de-la-tricontinental/
https://speakola.com/political/fidel-castro-tricontinental-conference-1966
https://www.centrofidel.cu/centenario-de-fidel-castro-ruz-que-hacer
https://albamovimientos.net/lanzamiento-iv-asamblea-continental-alba-movimientos/
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Kael Abello (Venezuela), Venceremos: Bolívar vs Donroe [We Shall Overcome: Bolívar vs Donroe], 2026.

A message from Bolívar: In 1825, a few months after the Battle of Ayacucho which forever sealed South
American independence from the Spanish empire,  France was contemplating an invasion of  Colombia.
Bolívar,  in  command  of  Peru,  sent  a  harsh  letter  to  Santander  in  Colombia,  charged  with  realism,
pragmatism, and, above all, strategic vision.

Given  the  military  superiority  of  the  French,  he  recommended  not  resisting  frontally  to  avoid  more
destruction to the country. He preferred to retreat to the south and undertake guerrilla warfare; and within a
year or two, start the active war that would bring victory. Bolívar advocated for the unity of the Panama
Congress and for strengthening alliances with foreign powers, while contemplating astute measures. “Even if
I sacrifice my popularity and my glory, I want to save Colombia from its extermination in this new war. I will
be happy if I succeed and, if I fail as well, because I will have taken the last step for salvation.”

The scenario today, frankly, is not encouraging. The military incursion in Venezuela and the kidnapping of its
president has been a hard blow, as have the threats to other countries throughout the region, electoral defeats,
economic and social challenges, and the absence of a common minimum project for the new times.

But  at  the  same  time,  Nuestra  América  is  not  a  subjugated  region.  Patience  must  be  strategic  and
determination unwavering, even in the face of adversity. It is time to build a new, more favorable moment
based on the achievements accomplished. As the Liberator wrote in his letter, “we must know how to lose at
the beginning, to know how to win later.”

Greetings to all,

Carlos Ron

 

Carlos Ron is Co-Coordinator of the Nuestra América Office of Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research.

https://archivodellibertador.gob.ve/archlib/web/index.php/site/documento?id=9257
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